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 Exemption No. 10387 
 Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2010-1119 
 
 
November 15, 2011 
 
Mr. Robert Glasscock 
GVI Certification 
Gulfstream Aerospace Company 
P.O. Box 2206 
Savannah GA  31402-2206 
 
Dear Mr. Glasscock: 
 
This letter is to inform you that we have granted your request for exemption.  It transmits our 
decision and explains its basis. 
 
The Basis for Our Decision 

By letter dated November 1, 2010, Mr. Anthony Beck on behalf of Gulfstream Aerospace 
Company petitioned the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for an exemption from the 
requirements for fuel tank ignition prevention in § 25.981(a)(3) of Title 14, Code of Federal 
Regulations (14 CFR) as it relates to structural lightning protection.  The request seeks relief 
from these requirements for Gulfstream Model GVI airplanes.  The request was based upon 
criteria established in FAA Policy Memo ANM-112-08-002, Policy on Issuance of Special 
Condition and Exemptions Related to Lightning Protection of Fuel Tank Structure, dated 
May 26, 2009. 
 
By letter dated March 24, 2011, the FAA requested additional information to support 
Mr. Beck’s request.  You provided the requested information by letter dated September 26, 
2011.  The information you provided showed that the Gulfstream Model GVI airplane met the 
criteria established in the policy referenced above.  The policy includes criteria such as 
showing that the fuel tanks have low flammability, the manufacturing and airplane 
maintenance procedures limit the likelihood of structural failures or defects that could create 
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an ignition source, and a fuel tank explosion resulting from structural failures is extremely 
improbable. 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition 
in the Federal Register because the requested exemption would not set a precedent, the FAA 
has not received public comments on other exemption requests to § 25.981(a)(3) for structural 
lightning protection, and any delay in acting on this petition would be detrimental to 
Gulfstream. 
 
The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in all material respects to 
those presented in your petition.  In Grant of Exemption No. 10174 (copy enclosed), the FAA 
found that the extensive requirements described in the FAA Policy Memo ANM-112-08-002 
had been met by the applicant. 
 
Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that— 

 they don’t differ materially from those presented by the petitioner in the enclosed 
grant of exemption; 

 the reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed exemption also apply to the 
situation you present; and 

 a grant of exemption is in the public interest. 
 
Our Decision 

Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. 40113 and 44701, which the FAA Administrator 
has delegated to me, I hereby grant Gulfstream Aerospace Company an exemption from the 
requirements for fuel tank ignition prevention in 14 CFR 25.981(a)(3) as it relates to 
structural lightning protection on Gulfstream Model GVI airplanes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ 
 
 
Ali Bahrami 
Manager, Transport Airplane Directorate 
Aircraft Certification Service 
 
Enclosure



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


