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AND-4 ulation and it prohibits the operation ofTitle1 anairplane*ncontrolledairspaceunderIFR unless, within the preceding 24

SPACE calendarmonthse eh tatiesystem and each altimeter instrument

Chapter I--Federal Aviation Adminis- has been tested and inspected and found
tration, Department of Transportation to comply with Appendix E of Part 43of the FAR's. Thus, to meet this require-

[Docket No. 9950; Amdt.91-79] ment, the owner of an airplane mustknow the date that the altimeter and
PART 91--GENERAL OPERATING the static systems on that airplane were

• AND FLIGHT RULES last inspected in accordance with Appen-
dix E of Part 43 in order to determine

Altimeter System Requirements when the next inspection is due. The

The purpose of this amendment to FAA is aware that the ewcuracy of altim-
§ 91.170 of Part 91 of the Federal Aria- _ters is affected by environmental con-
tion Regulations is to revoke paragraph (_tions regardless of whether they are
(b) which permitted the postponement installed in an airplane or are part of
of the first test and inspection of tM_. the shelf-stocking, and it is for this
altimeter system for.airplanes under an- reason that the regulations contain the
nual inspection until the first annual in- 24-month inspection and test require-
spection after July 31, 1967. merit. If safety and effective utilization

This amendment is based on a notice of the airspace are to be achieved, all
of proposed rule making (Notice 69-50) airplanes that are operated in controlled
published in the FEBERALREGISTERon airspace under IFR must meet the same
November 14, 1969 (34 F.R. 18252). altimeter system equipment standards.
Interested persons have been afforded an It would not be in the interest _:_fsafety
opportunity to participate in the making and as Notice C_-50 clearly indict: as, it
of this amendment, and due considera- was not intended to indefinitely permit
tion has been given to all relevant mat- newly manufactured airplanes to t,_)er-ate in controlled airspace under IFR, _':'
terpresented, periods of time, up to 1 year, withouL

Five comments were received in re- assuring that the installed altimeter
sponse to Notice 69-50; four of which and static pressure systems have met
were generally in favor of the proposal, the tests and inspections prescribed in
The one commentator who opposed revo- Appendix E of Part 43 within the preced-
cation of § 91.170(b) stated that if the ing 24 months. Thus, while the revocation
proposal is adopted, the regulations of § 91.170(b) may represent an admin-
would not provide a means by which istrative burden for the commentator,
an airplane manufacturer may "start the this burden is far outweighed by the need
clock" on new airplanes. The cerumen- in the interest of safety to assure that
tater states that while the airworthiness the altimeters on all airplanes have met
certification requirements of Parts 23 the required tests before being operated
and 25 of the FAR's provide alrworthi- in oontrolled airspace under IFR.
ness standards for static pressure system One of the commentators also pro-
installations, they are void of require- pased that the test and inspection period
merits pertaining to altimeter air- required by § 91.170(a) be reduced from
worthiness standards. He indicates that 24 months to 12 months. The FAA does
in his situation altimeters are tested and not agree. In addition to the fact that
marked in accordance with Appendix E such a change would be outside the scope
to FAR 43. He further points out that of Notice 69--50, service experience under
variables in assembly schedule, shelf- this regulation has not shown tha_ the
stocking, tests and calibration, and flight inspection and tests need be performed
time adjustment often yield several at intervals leem than 24 months.
months variations from airplane to air- In consideration of the foregoing, Part
plane between the date of altimeter call- 91 of the Federal Aviation Regulations Is
bration, the date of static _stem tests, amended by revoking paragraph (b) of
and the date of the issuance of an air- § 91.170, effective July 17, 1970.
worthiness certificate. Thus, if § 91.170
(b) is revoked, it would create an admin- (Secs. 313(_), _,_.Fetleral Aviation At1; of1958; 49 U-_,O. 1354(_), _4gl_ aec_ 6(0),
istrative burden for the manufacturer Department ¢_?_r_t_'Li_ AcL_;49 "O.S.C.
of attempting to relate the dates of the lama(c) )
altimeter instrument calibration and
static system leak tests to the date Issued in Washington, D.C, on June 9,
of issue of individual airworthineas 1970.
cert|flcates. J.H. SHAVna,

Se_-tion 91.170_ i_ _n opera_ng r_- Ad_i_r_t:or.

(As published in the Yederal _e_isCe_
/_5 F.R. 99227 on June 17, 1970)
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