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[Docket No.8898;Amdt. IB_-I0] as stated before, the purpose is to recover (9.) l_ubl/c aircraft.
cost on an equitable basis. Also, it must (3) ALrcraft compelled to return after

PART ! 59--NATIONAL CAPITAL be noted, profits at Washington National takeoff.
AIRPORTS Airport are derived largely from conces- (c) Except for the minimum Landing

slonaire revenues which, conga_tent wlth charges, the landing charges in para-
Landing Charge s the policy of the Bureau of the Budget graph (a) of this section do not apply

The purpose of these amendments to Circular A-25, are not 11rotted to the.to the holder of a domestic or flag air
Part 159 of the Federal Aviation Regu- recovery of costs alone. In _cognttlon of carrier operating certiflc_ts, tssued under
lations is to revise the landing charges the fact ti_t landing fees cannot be set Part 121 of this chapter, or to the holder
at the National Capital Airports pro- in advance to recover costs exactly, all of operations specifications, issued under
vided in § 159.181; to limit the excel)- landing fees, including those of air car- Part 129 of this chapter, if that cer-
tion in § 159.181(b) (I) for aircraft of tiers under contract, are subject to pe- tificate holder has a contract with the
3,500 pounds or less weight not engaged riodic adjustments .to reflect actual United States for the use of 'the pattie-
in commercial operations to landings at experience, ular airport by that aircraft, and the
.Dulles International Airport; and to Suggestion was made in one comment contract provides for the payment of
clarify the exception, previously in that helicopters should pay the mini- named amounts, as landing charges, dl-
§ 159.181(b) (2), that concerns certain mum landing fees. However, as stated in rectiy to the United States.
air carriers with specified contracts on the Notice, helicopters do not use the (Act of June 29, 1940, as amended (54 star.
landing charges. These amendments runways for landing purposes, and the e_), and the Act of Sept. V,1950,as amended,
were proposed in Notice 68-13 issued on decision to exclude them from payment 04 stat. 770, as amended, and Title V of the
May 23, 1968 (33 F.R. 7884), and some of the minimum landing fees is adhered Independent Offices Appropriation_ Act of
favorable public comments were received, to- 1952; 31 U_.c. 483a)

Some comments opposed the pro- Some commentators questioned the ra- Issued In Washington, D.C., on Sep=
posed $4 minimum landing fee at Wash- _lonale behind setting higher landing fees tember 4, 1968.
ington National Airport on the ground for turbojet powered aircraft that are of D.D. THOMAS,
that it represented a discriminatory and comparable weight with reciprocating / Acting Administrator.

disproportionateincreasefor small air- engine or turbopropellerpowered air- [7_/Doc. Se-lO944:Red, sept.1o,lg_;craft since they do not consume as much craft. The revised landing fees were es- s:4_ a_n.]
time on the runway as do large aircraft, tabllshed after considering the amounts
However, experience indicates that in a domestic and flag air carriers pay for
mixed tramc Pattern the use of runway landings under existing contracts with
commitment time is approximately the the "United States, and as revised they
same for each landing or takeoff, regard- equalize the landing fees for air carriers
less of the size of the aircraft. As stated and other users of the runways.
in the notice, the $4 minimum landing Interested persons have been afforded
fee is based upon both indirect and di- an opportunity to participate In the mak-
rect costs of providing and maintaining ing of these amendments, and due con-
the runways and other landing area fa- sideration has been given to all relevant
cflities at Washington National Airport, matter presented. These amendments
and represents the approximate costs are now issued for the reasons stated In
for one landing and one takeoff regard- Notice 68-13.
less of the size of the aircraft. Many In consideration of the foregoing,
general aviation aircraft, while having § 159.181 of the Federal Aviation Regu-
the opportunity of using the runways, latious is amended, effective October 11,
have been paying no landing fees for 19680 to read as follows:
their runway commitment time. The fee § 159.181 Landing charges,

is instituted to insure fair and equitable (a) Except as provided in paragraphs
cost recovery, consistent with the policy " (b) and (c) of this section, the charge
of the Bureau of the Budget Circular for each landing of an aircraft at Wash-
A-25 concerning user charges for Gay- ington National Airport or Dulles Inter-
eminent services and property, national Airport is as follows:

Additional comments asserted that WASmNGTON _A_ON_ Am_oRT

smaller aircraft should not be required Basie landingc_axge:
to pay for "sophisticated" runways and Turbojet powered aircratt, _or each
facilitiesbuilttoaccommodate largeand i,oooIb_........................ $0.$0
Jet aircraft. The airport was constructed Reciprocating engine or turbopro-
for the purpose of serving all users, pener powered aircraft, for each1,000]bs.........................12
Larger aircraftpay largerlandingfees, Minimum landingcharge:
based upon weight, for the use of the +.11aircraft except helicopters ...... 4.00
runways. Thus, to the extent that large Dyers INr_NArrON_ Ant_r
or jet aircraft require longer and more

Basic landing charge:
sophisticated runways, the landing fees TUrbOjet powered aircraft, _or each "
reflectthe cost ofprovidingand main- I,OOOIbs........................$o.25
talnlngtheserunways.Further,thecosts Reciprocatingengine or turbopro-
on which the landing fees are based do poller powered aircraft, for each
not includethose of providingotherair l,ooo;re........................._5
navigationaids such as the instrument Minlmum landingcharge:
landing systems and components in- All aircraft........................75
stalledat the airportfor the benefitof (b) There isno landingchargeunder
allusers, thlsb_bpart for the following:

Other comments asserted that in light (1) Aircraft of 3,500 pounds or less
of profits received at Washington Na- weight that are not engaged in com-
tional Airport, _he real purpose of the meroial operations, and that land at
minimum landing fee is to discourage DulIes International Airport.
general aviation's use of that airport, to
divert that trafllc to Dulles, or to sub-
sidize losses incurred at Dulles. However,
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