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Changes to FAR Parts 43, 121,
and 127

Titleiq'" AERONAUTICSANOwould not express the requirement in- was not proposed in Notice 68-35. Sac-tended by the FAA. The comment,_tor tions 121.698 and 127.308, as adopted
also suggested that the term "rebuilding" herein, make it clear that the record of

SPACE _ defined in Part l of the regulations, maintenance on an appliance must be
In that connection, it should be noted retained until that maintenance is super-

Chapter I--Federal Aviation Adminis- that the FAA has proposed such a defini- seded or repeated by other work, either
tration, Department of Transportation lion in Notice 69-10,which was pub- to the applianceor,as the commentator

lished in the FEDERAL _:_ECISTI_R on states, to "a larger portion of the
[Docket No. 8125; Amdt. Nos. 43-1I; 121 51; March 20, 1969 (34 F.R. 5440). In addi- airframe."

127-12] tion, the commentator noted that pro- One comment objected to the proposed
posed §§ 121.380 and 127.141 require a amendments requiring that ccrtain

CONTENT, FORM, AND DISPOSITION record of all maintenance, rebuilding, maintenance and alteration records be
OF MAINTENANCE AND RELATED and alteration on aircraft (including air- retained for 1 year after the product on
RECORDS frames, aircraft engines, propellers, up- which the maintenance or alteration

pliances, or part thereof), but that the was performed is placed in sc:-vice. The
The purpose of these an]cndmcnts to word'; "or part ttmreoI" do not appear in comment pointed out that the rule now

Parts 43, 121, and 127 of the Federal tlle related provisions in proposed specifies one year from the date the
Aviation Regulations is to remove from §§ 121.698 and 127.208. This was an over- product was approved for return to
Part 43 the requirements coneel_in_ the siglat in drafting the proposal and for the service and that this cbanp.c will re-
content, form, and dispos!tion of main- purpose of consistency and clarity, the quire expen:4vc and umwcessary data
tenance and related records for the car- related provisions in the amendments to changes. The comment further noted
tlficated air carriers and the commercial §§ 43.9(b), 121.698, and 127.306, have that part_ that are approved for return
operators of large aircraft and to set been revised accordingly, to service and are placed in stock are
forth such requirements in Parts 121 and In the notice it was proposed to specifi- tagged as to whether or not they are
127, as applicable. In addition, these tally require that a record be made of all serviceable and this includes a date upon
amendments revise the recording re- airworthiness directive (AD)compliance. which they were approved f,_r return
quirements for major repairs and major One comment stated that since mainte- to service. Upon further co_;,ideratlon.
alterations and eliminate the require- nonce, as defined in Part 1, includes in- the FAA agrees that the term "placed
ment that for retired aircraft those ree- spection and repair and since mainte- into serwcc" does not clearly indicate
ords must be retained past the dale of nancc and alteration records are already the objective of the requirement. How-
cancellation of the registration car- required to be m_de, a requirement for ever, L_,cause of the confusion in the
tfficate, tbe prctmration of records showilLg corn- past ov¢-i" tile n]eaning of |he require-

The.ca amendments are based on a no- pliance with ADs is redundant. The FAA ment in the present regulation, it is not
rice of proposed rule making _No{ice a_rees and the proposed amendments considered appropriate locontinue using
68-35, published in the FEDEI_L RECIS- have been changed to remove the require- the term "approved for return to serv-
TEn on December 20. 1968 ¢33 F.R. 19026 _. meat for such records ice" in connection with record retention
W'hilethe comments receivedin rCSl)On_C Tim noticealsopr_po,_(,dt¢)add new require_ents.As the eommellt indi-
te the notice _enerally concurl,d x_ttl, t_ 121.698ia_1) and 127.308(a,_1_ to cares, the present rule has been admin-
the proposaltotransfer themai:m:na_t.e reqmre tlmt the record of each nmior b:t(.z'ed so tlmt the 1 year retention
recording requirements and lhe ree_,rd- repair and mz_l,,r alteration, and each re- period :farts when tim specified mMn-
keeping requi]cments From Part 43 to building; reqmred by §._ 121.3_i0 and tenanc(_ or alteraticm is performed. This
Parts 121 and 127. a number of com- 127.141 be retained until such work is is what the FAA intends and the pro-
meats were di]'ccted to the substance of "supers(_ded by like work" or until the posed r_,ul,_ticn Ires b(_n changed
those proposed r0(tuil'ements. Exe_q)t For l)roduct on which lhe work wa_ per- aeeordiz_.ly
minor editorial elmnges, and except as formed is sold or r, tired. One comment One commcnlator recommended that
specifically discussed hereinafter, these objected to the phrase "superseded by in lieu of _equiring, as proposed iz_
amendments and the reasons therefor like work" and stated that the words }_ 121.639_a, ,2)and 127.3_8,a_(2). that
are the same as those contained in No- "repeated or superseded by other work" records of tlic "last complete overhaul"
tice 68-35. This rule making action pri- are more de:;criptive and the term of airframes, engines, and l_r_)l)elb'rs be
marily involves a relocation of existing "other" would include "like." Moreover, retah_ed. _hat the rccord:_ ¢,f 'each last.
regulations. However, the FAA now has it was ._:u_ge.sted that the lisa of the term coml_l_t,.d ,, m'k element of the aoI)roved
under study detailed amendments de- "other" would cover the situation of a overh:_ul program" shouhl be retained
signed to update the recordkeeping re- work content change which would still The commentator indicated that it did
quirements of Parts 121 and 127 oF the supersede the l)t'evi(}tks work_ The FAA not if, tend t!mt its rec,,mmer, dation
Federal Aviation Regulations. agrees and since this same language is chan:se the rule, but th.ai it was for the

One comment pointed out that used in other provisions oF the proposal, plll'posl _ ,ff clarification of the require-
throughout the r,roposal and in the pres- the requiremen_ bus been revised m_ sug- ment i-r _etention of "block overhaul"
ant regulation, liberal use is made of the tested. With rcsl)ect to this same require- records The PAA does not _.gzce that the
word "all" as in "all maintenance," "all ment another commentator stated its suggested change would be as clear or as
records," etc., and requested that the belief tlmt the proposal could be broadly understandable as the proposal. The
word "all" either be deleted or changed construed to elimznate former records of record of the "last complete overhaul"
to "all meaningful" since "all." inter- work on components that are not af- wouhl inc.hmc all the rec_u'ds necessary
prated literally means everything. The Fected by "like work" on the larger per- to show a complete overhaul of airframe,
word "all" in the proposal was intended tion of the airframe, and that this could aircraft engine, propeller, or appliance
to be all inclusive and it was used in destroy the complete history of an ap- irrespective oF whether the overhaul pro-
order to clarify, but not to change, the pliance or (,f a subsystem and preclude a gram established by a particular car-
existing rules. The proposal clearly stated complete review c)f an individual ._ystem tificate holder provides for overhaulin_
the requirement that a record must be at any time. The current regulati(a_s do the entire airframe, aircraft engine,
made of all maintenance. The substitu- not require the retention ,zf the complete propeller, or appliance at the same time
tion of the word., "all meaningful," would, history of any al)l)li,_nc( o;' _hsystem or provides for overhauling them "in
therefore, not be appropriate since it of [lm airc_.lt, and snei, a requir(ment blocks" or at different times..AS pointed

(As published in the Federal Register /'34 F.R. 144.74"_ on _eptember 15, I_6O)
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out by the commentator, the work con- However, the FAA has now determined alterations, and rebuilding shall include
tent in the various blocks is constantly that there are coded records other than the following:
changing and an item of work may not electronic data processing records that (I) The identification of the approved
be repeated in the same block. When this may be used and the proposal has been data under which the work was per-
occurs or the air carrier changes from revised to cover any coded records, formed.
one type overhaul program to another, In consideration of the foregoing, (2) The name or other positive identi-
proper record adjustments must be made Parts 43, 121, and 127 of the Federal flcation of the individual approving the
to ensure that the last overhaul record Aviation Regulations (14 CFR Parts 43, work.
of these items is retained. The retention 121, and 127) axe amended effective (3) The date of approval.
of the "last completed work element of October 16, 1969, as follows:
the approved overhaul program" would 3. A new § 121.698 is added to read as
not convey the intent of the regulation. PART 43--MAINTENANCE, PREVEN- follows:

One comment objected to proposed TIVE MAINTENANCE, REBUILDING, § 121.(*q8 Retention of mainlenancc
§§ 121.698(b) and 127,308(b) insofar a_ AND ALTERATION and related records.
they retain the present requirement i,,_ _ 1. Section 43.9(b) Js amended to read Each certificate holder shall retain the
record of the last overhaulof applk_n_ _s, as follows: records required to be made under
and increase to 2 years the present 1 § 121.380. as follows:
year record retention requirement for § 43.9 Content. form. and all.position of (a/ The record of each major repair,
all maintenance and minor alteration maintenance, rebuilding, and a|tera-
records. The commentator stated that lion records (except 100-hour, an- major alteration, and rebuildJn_shall beretained until such work is repeated or
records of overhaul work accomplished nual, and progressive inspections), superseded by other work or until the
over 2 years ago and records of main- * * _' * * aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, pro-
tenance and alterations performed more (b) Each holder of an air carrier o1" peller, al)pliance, or parts thereof, on
than 1 year ago have no real use. The
I_AA does not agree that for appliances commercial operator certificate that is which sucl_ work was performed is sold
the record of the last overhaul has no required by its operating certificate or or retired.
real value after 2 :.-ears. Hoacver, upon by approved operations specifications to (b) The record of the last complete
further consideration of the proposed 2- provide for a continuous ail_'orthiness overhaul shall be retained.
year retention requirement, the FAA has maintenance program, shall make a (c) The maintenance and alteration
determined that appli,pnces shc)uld be record of all maintenance, rebuilding, records ¢other than as provided for in
treated the same as airframes, aircraft and alteration, on aircraft, airframes, paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section)
engines, and prop_,llers, It, this connec- aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, shall be retained until the earliest of
tion, it should be noicd th;_t with respect or parts thereof, which it operates, in the following events:
to major repairs and major alterations, accordance with the provisions of Part (1) The maintenance or alteration is
the proposal would have required retch- 121 or Part 127 of this chapter, as repeated or superseded by other mainte-
lion only for 2 _,ears. The FAA does not appropriate, nanec or alteration.
new consider that such a change would . . . . ,: (2} The aircraft, airframe, aircraft
be in the interest of safely. In view eL engine, propeller, appliance, or parts

thereof, on which the maintenance or
the comments received, the proposed P A R T 121_CERTIFICATION AND alteration was performed is subsequentlyamendments concerning the retention of
appliance records have not been adopted. OPERATIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, overhauled.
Instead, the appliance record retention AND SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CAR- (3) One year after the maintenance
requirements have been incorporated into RIERS AND COMMERCIAL OPER- or alteration is performed.
the requirements applicable to airframes, ATORS OF LARGE AIRCRAFT (d) All maintenance, rebuilding, and
aircraft engines, and propellers. As now alteration records required to be kept at
written the re,_,ulation is substantially 2. A new § 121,380 is added to read as the time a product or appliance is sold
the same as the current requirement, follows: shall be given to the new owner or oper-

Records of minor repair and minor al- § 121.380 Maintenance recordlog re- ator. Such records shall be in plain lan-
teration for appliances need only be kept qulrements, guage fo_n except that the transferee
for a maximum of 1 year and records may elect to receive records in coded
of major alterations and major repairs (a) Each certificate holder shall make form subject to the preservation and
must be retained u_dil they are repeated a record of all maintenance, rebuilding, retrieval of information requirements of
or superseded by ,/lwr work or the ap- and alteration, on aircraft, airframes, § 121.380.

aircraft engines, propellers, appliances,
pliance is sold or retired, or parts thereof, operated by such holder. § 121.690 t Amendt.d]

One el the comments strongly urged Recording shall be by any s_ltable sys- 4. Section 121.699 is amended by strik-
that the amendment not require the tern, including a coded system, that pro- ing ou_ the heading "Maintenance rec-
transfer of appliance maintenance ree- vides for preservation al_d retrieval of ords" and in.perting the heading "'Time
ords when a_ appliance in sold. The corn- information in a manner acceptable to in service records" in place thereof.
mentator recommended theft the record:_ the Administrator.
be kept by the s(_lh:l for a spccifit'J time _b) Except for records of majorand made available, upon request, ¢o the
new owner or operator. The FAA does repairs, major alterations and rebuild- P A RT 12Y--CERTIFICATION AND
not agree. While tl_e FAA r( co!. i_izes tirol ing, the records required by paragraph OPERATIONS OF SCHEDULED AIR
the recording system wl_ich an air carrier (a) of this section shall include the CARRIERS WITH HELICOPTERS
elects to use may be such that it is in- following:

(1) A description (or reference to data §§i27.143. 127.145, 127.147, 127.119
convenient and time consuming to as- acceptable to the Administrator) of the [|{ede-lgnaled]
semble the records in the form requested
by the new owner, the t_AA is ncverti_c- work performed. 5. Sectioruu 127.141, 127.143, 127.145,
less aware that it is necessary iu the (2) The date of completion of the and 127.147 are renumbered §§ 127.143,
interest of safety to provide the new work performed. 127.145, 127.147, and 127.149, respectively,
owner or operator with all the mainte- (3) The name of the person perfmTn- and new § 12'/.141 is added to read as
nance and appliances records necessary lag the work if the work is performed follows:
for the proper maintenance of Its air- by a per_n outside the organization of
craft without delay, the certificate holder. § 127.141 Maintenance recording re-

The proposed §§ 121.380(c) and (4) The name or other positive lden- quirements.

127.141(c) permit the transferee of tification of the individual approving (a) Each cerl_ifleateholdershail make
records to elect to receive "electronic the work. a record of all maintenance, rebuilding,
data processing" recor4s in coded form. (c) Records of major repairs, major and alheration, on aircraft, airframes,
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aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, _3, The date oi approval. (3) One year after the maintenance or

or parts thereof, operated by such holder. 7. A new § 127.308 is adffed to read as alteration is performed.
l_eeording shall be by any suitable sys- follows: (d) All maintenance, rebuilding, and
tern. including a coded system, that pro- alteration records required to be kept at
vides for preservation and retrieval of § 127.308 Retenlion of mahllenanve the time _ product or appliance is sold
information in a maIlnel" acceptable to and relale(l revorq|_.

shall be given to the new owner or opera-
the Administrator, Each certificate holder shall retain the tot. Such records shall be in plain lan-

(b} Except for records of major re- records required to be made under guage form except that the transferee
pairs, major alterations, and rebuilding. § 127.141,as follows: may elect to receive records in coded
the records required by paragraph (a) of ,a) The record of each major repair, form subject to the prcsei'vatbm and
this section shall include the following: major alteration, and rebuilding, shall be retrieval of informati,_n requirements of

(1) A description (or reference to data retained until such work Is repeated or § 127.141.
acceptable to the Administrator) of the superseded by other work or until the air-
work performed, craft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller. § 127.309 [Amended]

(2_ The date of completion of the work appliance, or parts thereof, on which _ Section127,309i_amendcdbystrik-
performed, such work was performed i_ sold or itlg out She heading "Maintenance rec-

t3) The name of the person perform- retired, orals" and Lnserting the h(,_di_g "Time in
ing the work if the work is performed by _b) The record of the last complete service records" in place thereof.
a person outside the organization of the overhaul shall be retained. (Sees. ,'_13(a), 60l. t1(,5,I,'_(l_,ralAviati_ L_Act _L'
certificateholdcr. (c) The maintenance and alteration 1958; 49 US.C 1354!ai, 1421. 1425; _c: 6It),

(4} The name or other positive ldellti- records (other than as provided for in Dep_rtment of Tl'all:l): rta/ioll Act, 49 US.('.
fication of the individual approving the paragra))hs Ca) and _b_ of this section) 1655¢c) )
work. shall be retained nl]lil ttle earliest of the Now_: The l', ,:or0keol)i. , :l_t[ icl)_)l L..! ::,-

(C) Records of major repairs, m,q]ol, followingeve]_ts: quiremcnts COllt_till{,(l 1], !'L_Et hfl',? !_C'('tl

alterations, and l'ebllilding ,_hall include (1) The mainlelhqllee or alteration is approved by _i_(,}3llr-att t)f Ih, Ihld_ct in ra-
the following: repeated or supe]':_i_ded by other nlainte- cordance with the Fcd,,r:ll po_ ,nrt_: Act; o[

(1) The identification of the approved nance or alteration. 1942.
data under which the work was (2) The aircraft, airframe, aircraft Issued i_x Wa::.hilxgt_n], D.C., o1_ :SeI_-
performed, engine, propeller, appliance, er parts tembcr 8, 1969.

t2) The name or other positive identi- thereof, on which the maintenance or al-
fieation of the individual approving the teration was performed is subsequently I__D, Tno_a,_,
work. overhauled. Deputy Administr_tor.
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