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IDocket No. 14971; Amdt. NO.6"/-10] the performance of aviation duties. In An applicant whose uncorrected visualaddition, the agency is unaware of any acuity is substantially affected by recent
PART 67_EDICAL STANDARDS AND accidents or incidents in which the use use of contact lenses will be advised not

CERTIFICATION of contact lenses by airmen was a con- to wear the lenses for a period of time
Visual Acuity Requirements for Medical tribu_lng factor, and then will be re-examined.

Certificates; Use of Contact Lenses One hundred thirty-seven comments The FAA believes that the use of con-

The purpose of this amendment to were received in response to this pro- tact lenses to correct distant visual acuitywill not adversely affect safety, and that
Part 67 of the Federal Aviation Regula- posal. Most of the comments received the administrative delay experienced by
tions _ to permit the use of contact were favorable, five expressed no opin- applicants in obtaining special issuances
lenses (as well as eye glasses) to satisfy ion, and • one opposed the proposed under § 67.19 will be avoided by amend-
the distant visual acuity requirement of amendment. The comment in opposition ing Part 67 to permit the use of contact
Part 67. to the proposal stated that the posaibflity lenses as well as eye glasses.

Interested persons have been afforded of dtslodgement of lenses might ad- (see. 313(a), 601 and 602 of the Federal Avi-ation Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1354, 1421, and
an opportunity to participate in the versely affect safety, - 1422) and section 6(c) of the Department of
zZmJLing of this amendment by a notice Several commentators suggested that Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 1655(c) ) .)
of proposed rulemaking (Notice No. 75- contact lens wearers be required to carry In col_sideration of the foregoing,
33) issued on September 2, 1975, and "backup" glasses to replace their contact |§ 67.15(b) (1). 6_.18(b) (1) and 67.17(b)
published in the I_DZaAL R_axs_ea on lenses in the event the lenses are dis- (1) of Part 67 of the Federal Aviation
September 10, 1975 (40 FR 42024). Due lodged during operation of an aircraft. Regulations are amended effective De-
consideration has been given to all corn- In developing Notice No. 75-33 the FAA camber 21, 1976, to read as follows:
manta received in response to that considered requiring contact lens wearers
Notice. to carry an extra pair of contact lenses § 67.13 First-class medical eertlficate.

Notice No. 75-33 was issued in response or glasses while performing airman * * * • - *
to a petition for rulemaking submitted duties. The FAA concluded, however, that (b) Eye:
by the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Aeso- the likelihood of losing one or both lenses (1) Distant visual acuity of 9-0/20 or
ciation (AOPA) by letter dated March 6, during flight was not of sufficient mag- better in each eye separately, without
1974. AOPA petitioned for amendment nltude to warrant such a requlrement_ correction; or of at least 20/100 in each
of the medical standards of Part 67, Moreover, it was noted that should an eye separately corrected to 9-0/20 or bet-
specifically to authorize the use of con- individual lose one lens and attempt to ter with corrective lenses (glasses or con-
tact lenses for meeting visual require- improve vision with "backup" glasses, he tact lenses) in which case the applicant
ments for all classes of airman medical would most likely have to remove the re- may be qualified only on the condition
certificates. In support of its petition, mining lens and thatunder any circum- that he wears those corrective ]enses
AOPA contended that experience shows stance, corneal molding from the lens while exercising the privileges of his air-
that the use of contact lenses produces would not permit _fuil interchange of man certificate.
no sudden unpredictable hazards to lenses and glasses. Furthermore, if a lens . . . . .
flight, and that once in place, a contact was lost during a critical phase of flight,
lens is not easily dislodged. AOPA also there would be no opportunity to replace § 67.15 Second-class medical certificate.
pointed out that in some situations con- the lens with a "backup" contact lens and * * * * *
tact lenses are superior to glasses be- the airman might be better off under (b) Eye:
cause they do not obstruct the peripheral those circumstances with only one lens (1) Distant visual acuity of 9.0/9.0 or
visual field as do spectacle frames, and in place, better in each eye separately, withoUt
further that contact-lens use is more The FAA has determined that the correction; or of _ least 20/100 in each
compatible with the wearing of certain question of whether the airman should eye separately corrected to 9.0/9.0 or bet-
protective equipment, routinely carry a spare set of lenses (con- tar with corrective lenses (glasses or con-

The FAA has recognized the increas- tact lenses or glasses), may be left to the tact lense_), in which case the applicant
ing popularity and use of contact lenses individual without adversely affecting may be qualified only on the condition
in the United States, and certain ad- aviation safety. It should be noted that that he wears those corrective lenses
vantages of these lenses over spectacles, present regulations do not require "back- while exercising the privileges of his air-
While the medical standards of Part 67 up" glasses when glasses are needed to man certificate.
of the Federal Aviation Regulations meet the visual acuity standards, even . . . . .
specifically provide that acceptable though glasses may be misplaced orvision correction shall be achieved § 67.17 Thlrd-class medlca] certificate.

dropped, Just as with contact lenses.
through the use of glasses, Statements of There has been no indication that the * * * * *
MonstratedAbflity (special tssuances) absence of such a requirement has in (b) EYe:
have been isst/ed to applicants pursuant (1) Distant visual acuity of 9.0/50 orany way compromised safety.
to § 67.19 of the Federal Aviation Peg- Additionally, several commentators better in each eye separately, without
ulations, permitting the use of contact stated that effects of corneal molding correction; or ff the vision in either or
lenses to correct distant visual acuity, from wearing contact lenses may create both eyes is poorer than 20/50 and is cor-
Contact lenses that correct near visual 0tmculties in assessing an applicant's rected to 20/30 or better in each eye with
acuity have not been considered accept- uncorrected distant visual acuity at the corrective }enses (glasses or contact lens-
able for aviation duties. To date, these time of examination. The commentators os), the applicant may be qualified on
special issuances have been granted only
upon submission of detailed reports by pointed out that such circumstances the condition that he wears those cor-could interfere with the appropriate ap- rective leuses while exercising the privi-
eye specialists and after review of these plication of existing visual acuity stand- ledges of his airman certificate.
reports by FAA medical personnel. This ards that require applicants for first- and • • • • •
administrative procedure has frequently second-class medical certificates to have Issued in Waahtngton, D.C., on Octe-
delayed the initial medical certification distant visual acuity of at least 20/100 in ber 12, 1976.
of applicants who wish to wear contact each eye separately, without correction. Jomv L. McLtrcas,
lenses to meet distant visual acuity The FAA believes that this potential Administrator.
standards, problem does not require regulatory ac-As pointed out in Notice 75-33, FAA tlon at this time. Designated Aviation [FR Doc.76--30862 Filed 10-20-';6;8:45 am]
experience indicates that, these evalu- Medical Examiners will be provided
atton reports have had limited value in guidelines for the evaluation and testing
uncovering significant pathology or evi- of applicants who wear contact lenses.dence of complications that would con-
traindlcate the use of contact lenses in


