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Title 14—AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE

Chapter |—Federal Aviation Agency
[Docket No. 7250; Amdt. 67-4]

PART 67—MEDICAL STANDARDS
AND CERTIFICATION

Special Issue of Medical Certificates
for Air Traffic Control Tower Oper-
ators

The purpose of this amendment is to
remove the limitations contained in
§ 67.19(d) of the Federal Aviation Regu-
lations, relating to special issuance of a
medical certificate, so far as those
limitations relate to air traffic control
tower operators.

Medical certification is now required
of all airmen who perform their duties
aloft, such as pilots, navigators, and
flight engineers. Only one class of air-
men that perform duties on the ground
are required to hold medical certifi-
cates—air traffic controllers. Air traffic
controllers must hold a second-class
medical certificate, the same as required
of commercial pilots. Private and stu-
dent pilots, for example, need hold only
a third-class medical certificate.

Obviously there are great differences
in the ground and flight environments in
which these different airmen function.
A pilot often is alone in the air and must
at all times possess not only the techni-
cal, but also the physical capacity to act.
Even in multiengine alrcraft, where
crewmembers perform more specialized
duties, the sudden physical incapacity of
one can affect the overall crew operation
to the extent that aircraft safety is se-

riously endangered. In general, the air

traffic controller is under close super-
vision with backup personnel close at
hand, capable of performing his func-
tions in the event he is physically dis-
abled. Physical disabilities that may be
under the applicable medical standards
of Part 67 disqualifying to a flight air-
man may be tolerated under controlled
conditions, in a ground based. airman.
With these considerations in mind, and
with the initiation of the new medical
program described below, it is now pos-
sible for the Agency to establish a system
for issuing walvers, under those con-
trolled conditions, for certain physical
defects in ground afrmen. -
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The Federal Aviation Agency has
established a health program for appli-
cants and holders of FAA air traffic con-
trol specialist field facility positions
oriented to the particular job and func-
tional requirements of an air traffic con~
trol operator. The program includes the
use of diagnostic techniques not required
for a second-class medical examination
under this Part, and provides for profes-
sional referrals, consultations, and fol-
lowup examinations as necessary. The
program provides that full regard shall
be given to the practical requirements of
the position. If the employee can be
utilized with safety, apparently disquali-
fying defects or diseases may be waived.

Paragraph 67.19(d) removes from the
scope of a special issuance of a medical
certificate certain disorders and diseases
that are disqualifying without further
consideration. In view of the thorough
annual examination being required of
each FAA air traffic control specialist by
the Agency described above, and an eval-
uation of the physical standards required
for air traffic control positions occupied
by FAA employees, the Federal Air Sur-
geon is In a position to determine whether
an employee’s disease or defect would
disqualify him for the position the em-
ployee applies for or holds. The com-
prehensive health program and a more
flexible standard for physical disquali-
fication will permit the Agency to utilize
trained and experienced employees with
no derogation of safety.

There are additionally a group of con-
trol tower operators, employed in mili-
tary or privately operated control towers,
who may benefit from the speclal issu-
ance of medical certificates provided by
this amendment. In view of the small
number of persons involved, the Federal
Air Surgeon can review the special issu-
ance of these control tower operator
medical certificates without. an undue
burden added.

Since this amendment is procedural
in nature and results in providing all
certificated air traffic control tower op-
erators an additional benefit, notice and
public procedure thereon are not reguired
and this amendment may be made effec-
tive in less than 30 days after publica-
tion. :

In consideration of the foregoing, and
effective March 31, 1966, § 67.19(d) is
amended to read as follows:

§ 67.19 Special issue: operational limi-

tations.
» * ‘ . » &
(d) Except for air traffic control

tower operators, this section does not
apply to an applicant who fails to meet
the requirements of §$67.13 (d)(1),
(e) (1), or (£ (1), 67.15 (d (1), (&), or
() (1), or 67.17 (d) (1), (&), or ().
A medical certificate issued to an air
traffic control tower operator who does
not meet the requirements of any of
those sections is valid only for perform-
ing air traffic control tower operator
duties.

(Secs. 307, 318(a), and 602, Federal Aviation
Act of 1958; 49 U.S.C. 1348, 1354, 1422)

March 31, 1966

Issued in Washington, D.C., on March
25, 1966.
WiLLiAM F. McKEE,
' Administrator.
[PR. Doc. 86-3414; Filed, Mar. 30, 1966;
8:45am.]




