Title 14—AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE

Chapter 1-—Federal Aviation Agency
[Docket No. 1186; Amdt. 91-81]

PART 91—GENERAL OPERATING AND
FLIGHT RULES

Altimeter System Requirements;
Extension of Compliance Time

The purpose of this amendment is to
provide an additional period of one year
for operators to comply with the require-
ments of § 91.170 of Part 91 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Regulations prescribing
periodic inspections and tests of altimeter
systems installed in airplanes operating
under IFR conditions. In addition, it
provides that the first required test and
inspection need not be made, in the case
of airplanes under annual inspection,
until the first annual inspection after
July 31, 1967. .

As issued on June 21, 1965, effective
July 29, 1965, this sectlon prohibits any
person from operating an airplane in
controlled airspace under IFR unless,
withiin the preceding 24 calendar months,
each static pressure system and each
altimeter instrument has been tested and
inspected and found to comply with Ap-
pendix E of Part 43. The altimeter
must be tested by an appropriately rated
repair station and compliance with this
section is required by August 1, 1966,
The Agency anticipated that the period
before August 1, 1966, would provide
ample time for operators to prepare for
and complete the required inspections
and tests. However, it appears that this
expectation was too optimistic.

Requests for extension of the compli-
ance time for § 91.170 have been received
from Aerospace Industries Association,
Airline Owners and Pilots Association,
National Aviation Trades Association,
Natfonal Business Aircraft Association,
and National Pilots Association. From
the information furnished in these re-
quests and after further consideration
by the Agency, it appears that numerous
questions have arisen concerning the re-
quired tests and inspections. In this
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connection, the supply of new altimeters
that will meet the test requiréments of
§91.170 is apparently quite limited.
With approximately 30,000 to 40,000 air-
craft involved, it will not be possible for
all persons needing new altimeters to
purchase them by August 1, 1966.
Moreover, it appears that a number of
existing repair stations aré not yet
equipped or ready to perform the re-
quired altimeter tests. ‘This situation is
delaying compliance with the test re-
quirements, since some persons have not
found a facility where they can have the
altimeter test performed.

In view of the foregoing, the Agency
has concluded that the granting of a
reasonable additional time period in
which to establish compliance with the
requirements of § 91.170 is appropriate
and this amendment extends the begin-
ning date for compliance to August 1,
1967, and the beginning date for those
aircraft under annual inspection to the
first annual inspection after July 31,
1967.

In view of the imminence of the com-
pliance date of the subject amendment
and because the amendment is an exten-
sion of compliance time for an existing
requirement, I find that notice and public
procedure hereon are impracticable and
that good cause exists for making this
amendment effective on less than 30
days’ notice.

In consideration of the foregoing,
paragraph (b) of §91.170 is amended,
effective immediately, to read as follows:

§ 91.170 Altimeter system tests and in-
spections,
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(b) Compliance with this section 1s
not required until August 1, 1967. How-
ever, the first test and inspection re-
quired by this section for airplanes under
annual inspection is not required to be
made until the first annual inspection
after July 31, 1967.

(Secs. 318(a), 601, 603, Pederal Aviation Act
of 1958; 49 UB.C. 1354(a), 1421, 1423)

Issued in Washington, D.C., on July 15,
1966.
WiLLiAM F. McKEE,
Administrator.

(As published in the Federal Register /31 F.R. 0703/ on July 20, 1966)



