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_,_rMENT OF TRANSPORTATION the relative.Line.of single-engim_aircraft l_RM proposed to standardize and to
systems oomtllh_ity and red_. make consistent parts 121, 125, and 135

Federal Avisflon Adminil_brstion the_.erMty-_the single-engim_aimm4_ m_luirements for the use of an MEL.
population, and the lack of ma__ _.nally, it proposed to authorize the

14 CFR Pm_ 121, 125, and 135 create single-engine aircraft Mints, dbvelopment of MEL's for part 135
[DocketNo. 2578_, Amdi_ 121-222, 125-15, Minimum Equipment Lists {_}. q_rators using single-engine aircraft.
1_-39] (Note: An MMEL for a particulas_,_'_, l_scussion of Comments

[" R_J 2120-AC86 type is developed by the FAA in c_,
with holder of the type certificate _ Approximately fourteen comments

, Minimum Equipment Ust (MEL) aircraft. The MMELis the basis fm_ile _smemceived on the NPRM. The
R_:luiJ_t$ individual operator's MELfor its _ emmments were submitted by air

operation and aircraft.) _mrn'ers, airline pilot associations,
AGm_rV: Federal Aviation In June 1985, the FAA respondimt_t_, manufacturers, and individuals. Most
Admlnls_ation (FAA), DOT. request from Beech Aircraft Cmupormfmz ¢_rnments were in favor of

Final rule. by issuing an interpretation of:l_kR standardizing the regulations, and all

_v:. This amendment provides for §§ 23.1301 and 25.1301 which _ ii_ {mmments regarding expansion of thesummary, that all installed ins_ applicability of MELs to include single-
the development and use of Minimum and items of equipment in an e_ _atrcraft were favorable.
Equipment Lists {NLF_,L}for certain must function as designed fora@ l:_Ivw,m_er, several comments opposed
single-engine air carrier aircraft. In
addition, this amendment revises the operations unless otherwismtm_iited, mrtain proposed requirements. All
requirements for the use of an MEL to for in an FAA-approved _ _ sDecific issues and categories of
make them consistent throughout the § 135.179, which authorizes MH_useeff)r ¢mnments are discussed below.
regulations. This action is needed to multiengine aircraft, predhdes _ .4_Ccessto I_formatio_ Contained i_ the
provide for the implementation of MEL engine aircraft from _sir_ms_]_i, t_ee A_EL
authorizations through the issuance of result has been that all insta.Wed_

; operations specifications. The changes instruments and items of equi.nmm_t on_ New and revised §§ 121.628{a}(2},
_re_mline administrative procedures such aircraft must be operativ_v;This _ 1_.201{a](2}, and 135.179{a}(2} each

•and provide greater consistency in the required part 135 operators of _ rm_uire that the MEL be aboard the
MEL authorization process, engine aircraft who install opti_ aircraft or that the flightcrew have

instruments and equipment to keep h'_m_ "tlirect" access at all times prior to flight
:- - - . : Jm_e-2_, t991-, in operating condition when th_ t_ all information contained in the

f _ _ mFOnttAllON ¢OtrrACT: is ._r_ati_b.'l;l_ requiremen t _ =pproved ME[.. As discussed in theMarlene G. Livack. Technical Standards com.ii_ced _'ome _ingle-engine _ _RM, it is not the FAA's intention that
Branch (AFS-230), Air Transportation under part 135 to defer purchase'of _physical copy of the MEL be carried
Division, Office of Flight Standards, optional equipment which would have aboard the aircraft although this would
Federal.Aviation Administration, 800 enhanced safetg, or operationai_ be an acceptable means of compliance.
Independence Averme,_W.,. efl_. 3_m_.l_h_ will accept any method as long
Washington, DC 20_'J_eleI_one:(_l_)) A_p_ _ere is a need tc_ _m.tits_information contained therein is
479--0285. standardize tlm_manner in whigll the "directly" accessible to the flightcrew at
__t_ __ _ _l!_ememts are applied tmifme all times prior to flight through printed

Background _wihtion ihdustlT and individua_ ereother means approved by the
operators. T_e results of the Na_bnal_ _klministrator. The rule provides that

Statement of_ _'_t_ Inspection _ _ approval will be contained in the
The airworthiness certification of an study of the MEL program reve_l_ki_ mrtificate holder's operations

aircraft is 5asedupon the reqpirement considerabl_ misunderstanding oFh_v e_ecifications. The FAA does not
that the aircraf_mfe_m_b i_._pe_ MB_ei_. _the past, some_ssr c_nsider "direct" access to include
certificate and be ima _onditian for safe. carriers have mistakenly develbt_ information gained from conversations
operation. The c_of_Vre=l_fiid_ ' l_tmers_b_erating with m'v_. _th maintenance personnel by
Equipment List (MEL} was_bv_lall_ _'nm_mistent with tPm_ t_dephone or over the aircraft radio prior
when it was recognized that a flight or operating regulations. Since the_Tnles to.dispatch.
series of flights might be continued with governing the use of MEL's in I_t 121_ , Specifically, the commenters on this
certain inoperable instruments and differ from the part 725 and 13_. iimue reflected their concerns as follows:
equipment under appropriate requirements, operational The Air Transportation Association
circumstances. This followed a Federal standardization and consistent: (AT.A_bjects to the requirement that
Aviation Administration {FAA} interpretation of the rules have_ tt_:m_h_ have direct access to the MEL
determination that strict compliance presented difficulties for opera_a'm_; l_yreemad during flight. ATA states that
with the Type Certification [TC) the FAA. there ikno need for the MEL, a dispatch
equipment requirements was not O_ January 23,1989, the FA/_ dbcument, to be onboard the aircraft.
necessary to maintain the TC level of published notice of proposed _ _tccording to ATA, the MEL is designed
_afety.The MEL is intended to permit (NPRM] 89--2 (54 FR 3320} that pro_E to be used during the preparation for
operation for a minimum period of time to amend part 121,125, and 235_. flight, not the execution of flight. ATA
until repairs can be accomplished, requirements for the use of a _ mbmits that pilots are not trained in the

Although the MEL concept was (Clarification of the notice and_m mm of MELs and the flightcrew always
adopted for part 121 operations in 1953 extension of the comment peri_ ks _ess to MEL information through
and applied to part 135 multiengine published in the Federal Registm ' rm:li_tact with dispatch/
atrc_aft operations In 1978, it has never March 27_ t989 (54 FR 1_,563}.) _ :_ mmiat_mnce.

• been;applied to p_rt 135 _ingle-engine NPRM-invited public partictpa_ • '_m_gional Airline Association
: aircraft operations. This has been due to addressing MEL requirements, t_ .... ' _agrees that information

000075BE-2



_ Federal Re_t_ / Vol. 50, No. 56 [ Frlday, M_h _22,_1991 / Rules and Re_,ulati0fis 12307
. J . ,I Illi li I I I Ill I I i I l II IIII I I t I II _ I I II

contained in the MEL should bedirectly and dispatchers be trained in the duties amendment to the MEL will not require
I accessible to the flight crew prior to and responsibilities of their respective recertification of the airplane since the

flight, but submits that directly positions. FAR §§ 121.597 and 121.663 MEL authorization constitutes an
accessible during flight is unduly provide that One of the responsibilities approved change in the type design.

restrictive. RAA submits that the MELis of the pilot in command (PIC} is to AIA believes making a Change to an
a dispatch document and that it is not determine that the flight can be made approved and authorized MEL
intended t0replace abnormal/ safely. For a PIC to make this constitutes a change in the type design.
emergency procedurewhen an item determination,theFAA believesthat AIA contends,however, thatthis
becomes inoperativeduringflight.RAA trainingintheuse ofan MEL is statementwillbe misconstruedand

believesthatindirectaccessmay, at necessary, requirefullrecertificationforeach M.EL
times,contributetosafetywhen one The FAA agreeswithALPA that.in entry.AIA statesthattodo a fulltype
pilotina two pilotcrew isnotforcedto ordertomake a dispatchdecision,the certificationforeach MEL itemwould

readan MEL duringflight, flightcrewmust be abletoensurethat be prohibitivelyexpensiveand not
The Aerospace IndustriesAssociation theyhave allavailableinformation.The improve safety.AIA suggeststhe

(AIA)statesthattheFAA has not FAA alsoagreesthatcallingon the followingwording:"An approved IVIEL,
provideda justificationforrequiring radioortelephonewould not
pilot access to the written MEL at all necessarily ensure that the pilot has all as authorized by the operations specs,
times, and at the same time denying the essential information. While the constitutes an approved deviation to the
pilot access to it through the radio. AIA FAA agrees with the term "direct" type design without requiring
submits that the MEL is a dispatch access, this does not mean that the recertification through the certification
document not intended for application fliglitcrew must have a printed copy of branch."
while enroute and its verbiage is the MEL and,therefore, the rule as The FAA response to ATA and AIA is
completely unsuitable for inflight adopted provides that the Administrator that the part 121 MEL provisions are
application. AIA states that the MEL is may approve other means of direct being amended to clarify that an
not "cockpit friendly" and will access. "Direct" access could be through approved MEL will constitute a change
substantially increase crew workload, the ARINC Communications Addressing to the type design of the aircraft.
AccordingtoAIA, therewillbe and ReportingSystem {ACARS} orother However. theFAA does notintendthis
considerablecostsbecausetheMEL will electronicmeans orcouldbe tomean thatan amendment totheMEL

have to be rewritten for use in the accomplished through an information requires recertification of an aircraft.
cockpit and crews will have to be retrieval system or any other means Because the MEL allows an aircraft to
trained in its use. approved by the Administrator. be operated in a temporary condition
The InternationalFederationof Therefore,theword "direct"isbeing with inoperativeequipmentwhilestill

AirlineDispatchers'Association(IFIDA} insertedbeforretheword "access"in maintainingthesafetyrequirementsfor
comments thatdispatchersshouldbe §§ 121.628{a){2}.125.201(a}{2},and certification,theaircraftisina
provided with the same information as 135.179{a)(2) and the proposal that the legitimate design configuration and
the flightcrews and should have direct MEL be available during flight is being recertification of the type design is not
access to the information contained in deleted, necessary. This temporary condition

• theMEL orhave a Copy oftheMEL The FAA agreesthatdispatchers continuestomeet certificationsafety
providedtothem, shouldbe providedwiththesame requirements.The FAA agreeswith

The Air Line Pilots Association information since they are jointly ATA and AIA that it is necessary to
(ALPA} supports the requirement that responsible, with the PIC, for the clarify that an amendment to the MEL
the' crew have direct access to the MEL dispatch of the flight. The FAA has will not require recertification.
but states that it is not good enough for determined that the authority provided However, this should be accomplished
pilots to get information on MEL items in FAR § 121.605 covers this point and in the rule and not in the preamble as
and remarks or exceptions by telephone does not see a need to further clarify the suggested by ATA. Therefore,
or radio access. ALPA_ therefore, requirement. § § 121.628{a)(2}, 125,201[a){2}, and
suggeststhattheword "direct"be Finally,theME[, willnothave tobe 135.179{a}(2}areamended accordingly.
insertedbeforetheword "access." writtenforcockpituse becauseinits InadditiontoATA and AIA, Conner
One comment from an airlinepilot presentformatitisappropriatefora Air Lines,InC..statesthatiftheruleis

statesthatthecrews shouldhave access dispatchdocument.Sincetraininginthe implemented,theFAA would gain
totheprintedMEL atalltimes: use ofan IvlELisalreadyrequiredno
In:responsetothesespecific additionaltrainingcostswillbe authoritytoamend an approved aircraft

comments, theFAA agreesthattheIVIEL imposed, typecertificateaswellastheaircarrier
operatingcertificateby amending the

is a dispatch document and, thus, has lt_L Revision Procedu_es operations specifications. Conner Air• determined that the proposed
requirement that it be available during The language of FAR part 121 is Lines, Inc., argues that this action would

•flight would not be in keeping with the :revised to clarify that an MEL as allow the FAA to alter, change, or
intent of the MEL concept. The FAA, authorized by the operatior_s amend, at its sole discretion, the MEL by
however,doesnot agreethatrequiring specifications,constitutesan approved changingtheoperator'sspecifications.
theflightcrewtohave"direct'_accessto changetothetypedesign.Thisissimilar InresponsetoConner AirLines.Inc.,
the IVIELpriortoflightisrestrictive.The totheconceptbehindFAR §§91.213 theFAA emphasizesthattheMEL isa

• flightcrewisresponsibleforthesafe (former§ 91.30),125.201,and 135,179. separatelyapproved document and.
operationoftheaircraftand,therefore, The followingcommenters specifically therefore,willnotbe affectedby any
"musthave a "direCt"means of addressthisconceptasitrelatestothe changesintheoperationsspecifications.
determiningwhetherornottheaircraft MEL. The 0perations,specificationsare the
issafeforflight. ATA comments thattheFAA should method throughwhich operationswith
Severalcommenters statethatpilots clarifythatMEL revisionsdo notrequire an IVIELareauthorized.The approval

are not.trained in _the use of MELs. recertifiaatiom ATA states that FAA procedure for an Operator's MEL has not
However, §121_415requiresthatpilots shouldspecify in thepreamblethatan been changed,
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req_=_d.Rts nndb__ai_lka_ at a minimum,.$_0(X._mex]fl;_ht:su_esta
v Tile l_l__t]iaLinatn_entt is _.certflTr_tvd's:nd_whi_5 are that the F_ issue a g_nerR:and e_ed.-f_ an.

es_._,-siff_opemtion_tmd_atr while,leaving die sl_eei_r,.operatiensL
_,... airwor_ess,dttectiv_ _no_[m. opera_di_omrmsr,Lnocb_ andmaintenanr_ _ocedhres, to_tlie_
-!_;;__'. in_id_lt_.g_ _defa_lOmli_ inc,lhdb_iirtheME_ TWu oomnmn_ users and"d/stl'iCt_.offfces..Tliesege_a_

,:_....,,ATlt_,_fmme:, . . werereceiv_d_wlflcli_.sgecfflcally,MMEI_ w.rl_eread_-to-usedbcuments
_ . . _: _o -. • _=]g__ _a.nd_ addressefftli_issu-e:Bottt ff0ernairmu_ whicl_woul_simplybeobtaihed'and_
_. st___ aKaiasr the RAA suggest detetingtl_prol_osed" distri_ut_d:B_e operators.

hr__ihtmmd_:tm_e_ seGtion. RAAatatea that ff this: Conne'cAir.IXneeau_ests_ that.no_
req_l_--tm_Al_ttaciO conflTVt.'wi_ limttatt0n-ls'im_thded_,,flter_e sllourd' cks_ Iie.made.ta, the.ourr.entrulae" clarlfj_llieiltt_n_ ATA states that tbe.NPNlVlrdves not,_

[_ I:m_e_w_fich tJ_,e_i__. _ _to_ tllemt commeuiis identif_ tha_paxflradar,issues-tobaconce_l_Based_Stl_ st_atewtltat'_e,
con_iatm_req_dlir mr.q_ri_not' .itrtliatq_ru_d_1=r_h" ffievalltli_ clariflb&but.atetet_only-that,_12L62_{a}_

_,_ of an _ certiffzmt_;a@ "has,fos,temdmmmamua q.uestiona_
__et, at_'wa_Taf_xtt_a installed aimn_tnsll-m_,e, tsanfl _ withii_ the ait_r indastr_ aad,_

I de_'t,_" _ctmdt_trand_flt_ e_ipmm_m, st functl orratc design_.
__-_a_i_ therefom,_mmdsdo,.bada_ffie_l," ALIA,,
permanent _lhml_._l_zdi_ar_ Hower_, an l_at-at_m_H__J: l_ed_ SW_LaStmth_.G_AA,i_ami_andM_lop;
selb_ds_.itrcun_oPoImmttt_" to a specffi_operatorby-fl'ie:l_,S_ exactJmme_._m_mthmm,whi_tk.

Distr/cteOf_Ceha'¢in_Pl_'Si_, dm-d_ genemt_b_e_& f_. ata¢ifi_at/om_
o0_t_and i_taHation exped/enc_,a_- ce_ res_Klt_cort_t'otes-m_
w,_Ibm _ .,:q_..AH_,_mam_ ATA also_timt_ the A&4aer_
that/e_tb_mWe_tmuen_ effmm_U_ ap]_roved_diauge.Oyflte"aircra_ t_e Circular,mffim_b_ _ maihtmmne,e

_tm_ t_ere_re; a_,_rws_,_ itemst,whattdxmtd_mtW ahltrif_t;the,
can o_=mcemlt_lledPlJ_ inoperath_eq_Mtm_,nt:_L_,rtene_-lt_ majority o_the_md_lem&AT_ s/et_s"•, _ _tm_e_mm_r_lee_d_ _zwn_t_t wttli:tl_v_o_=lk_hr._f
by MELmiJ_t- that..the_baen._wilb_,_,m_-_tlmt_m_mmilF_ redtmdtm___ the curren__ tbr_vs_0._ye.tmr

th_stm_O_mme_m_;_it_n_ component _:b_-__sinew m_It_mnil_=wi_mlhas_tmd_sugsestt, that _eh_m_:eem_emme '
_: ___bi_p_o_._,.mi_ the remet/dnK_nt _c_n-_ emr confusiit,.

aoo_st_d_-ltr_fi _mhttFta=F_ accelY_OfelevePofim_kt_. • The FAA in developin@StsdllP_did_
wh_A_ Not all of_'mratixa'af_ iimt_ed _ in facf ___aud

!:. an__,_m_ __ddli_ instmmon_and'eluipu-_nraz_ lilt_mmmmi_dle" _f_zpmmmmr1_r
_.mm_Stxml_ ne_emarfi_ver_ _orr..For' vag__m_,_mme_di_:_.spectfic__l_ti_ J_ example, a.n,_-whit_itr not_

, condt_k_ _s_Id_ beii_-cmlductl_ilrJcii__s. reqnimmnm_tt_b_81upldmJdlffetmmty,undmrp=_t t_urn_ pm,az_z_,m_,
___temlZOmm_ wom_no_ req_re-mrfl-amedeleingor 13,_.whit_cmtta_nlm__echel_

_ tt_lutlm=i_tlmIdK]E4qpm_dmnEit_ anti-icingeq.uil)mentffthateq_iRmer_ requiremenm_lm mornd_lFff_&_ . an u__el_@al_et_,, was n_t'_lLfo_safe oL_rafl_m-
: -. ATJt_mtmm__ when icii'_conditimm:d_n_t'exigt, stated in the NPRM that'tixe:pmtmsm_amendment/wm_neede_'t_stmuta_dlze

| I_I ._b.--i_g_-t_vddil_thtt-tma_a_r tllm Another.exgm_l_is_at#aircrei_;wlli_
e__ [__w_ri_ollm_m was not l:_ein_opezated_tmig_v_ouid _ appl_m@tlm.l_l_.cormelagl_:
tnstrument_mm_,mlu.-_lJ_ notre_uir_s laudtng_ Rs_ciflc brii,.ginffl_l_i_lihe w_ttr,_urte_I_r_
an _ tiWb_HiF@muiduffim- op_oondit_m, ttterm_;.Wo-al'd"Be- amt_l_ _ P_l_etleves-it_is
them_t_ltae_ _ the _ a _ndltkm su_r e_ze_en_d'overwater;__e,aamlt_ ttie rmmerrmo_

ATA thsh § _I_t_}(_)_ __/_]_ CertainequipmentandAnsttuments;:.§121.62;ETliesepr_leme _mm_t'be
end,t_itm(_shom_Im_tlta_=u=_ howev_.musrbe.ol_eratt_at'alrtfmes;dealtwithi_a_adbieo_:zirculer_-
_enttt .o[_{_}_andluts theseRmiudesucliitemsasoilpressure format.The FAA_be41evestliat_theminee"
c,haQlt_tlm__a__,The and _gffnge_ (unless other change_in_i't_,_d_with_thismle_n_d_ing_

. FASt _w_th_AL4_m_t_kD_ aPl_crved_m_a_eodst'_mnnit_r tltese ihcludthgq_vi_ibne to air'carrier'
parameter r  t = &auges operations-_fiL'atibr_, will !not'be a

t_means.ofc,on_li=nagcan,providean indicatl0n-o_tlteengine'_significantbm_en.t_.aircsrriersandtlie
beused_al_l_xave.d.b_ the condition, resultin_.simpllf.lC_lon _oftlie-pmcess
AdmJni_v_. ,T/_ do_:not, n__ wilPBe,ben_/iciel_

_. _ _i_f=_theMELa..Reli_ Additional Comments AIA comment_tt_:parl_,I25 and:13ff
through.an_be._to&anl_L[it. Seveml_cummenter_.qptr_tI_e need shoutd_Be smrfcFardizedalorrg, tt_line_
doa_aet afl_ecLthe.rezl_eat_ ofitke, and reas_n_fbr-tite mo0_n_h_ent_-tothe of p_rt'121"ins_d'of theoth_w_y
A_..ARI_ li_Lxelie[al_prav_d.b_ the. existinKFAR'req_rement_ around_a_ propo_,d'in the Nl_f. _Tliis
-Fll_tL)ReraBa=s Evaluatibns Boar_a_d" __ _._a,_s'tizl'es'tttatqt wo_ld_lymvide-asirn_fled's3_ena to-
8mnttd'_Z 0ieJOY'ma_ be incltm'_d_ia _tlfe-_rattem_t ttrs//nptff_; _.and_35 operators andnot:_ an.
thv _ liowever, dim tb the and urd_t_-r__lbtt_tO ecorromicl_ardimor[pert 1:2I"O.l_rat_rs
tequimmdntiM'_3_.ffof't/te_FA_, tl_ MELs-b_bo_L-vetr ttt_ atq]_'s_-re to chan_earM_train_f_a'new;system.It
AD reqgiimnents alt_ags-_es time;a-nmjj_tmverlta_offer currerrt- woultt'al_elli_,_ _.ti_ rreed'forTe-
im_._l_ o_er:_ QroviSton_ _ l_vliL'_ri_'n_ces_3_a_/ff asks'tli_ intarpretatitm; A_t states__at'i_'tIle

/._olmk_W_m_.am_2_zOmmm_ theFAA evakmte the _zrent.problem_ reason fortl_e prop0s_d'replhtmment_offasau_i_d_with-tfleIL_EE8WiTZaVal_ §121.627(c}fistoRrovideastrm-tRer-Its_i_l_
•_'dn=l_l__oF'd_ tg-u_d _ __ch:n'_ and" baslefbrenfbr_ement _en._ I2_.627_1'_

rttib-Stttitm_t'_and _ dela_Ltt;_nerffl_smtC_=_al_erppmv_ should. 5e expundbd tc_set.ug apecifl_
equipment that areeither s_-or- and_deveibpm_ut-offan-lVl_Bcan_cosr requirementsfbra__EIL
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are expected ta_ae exceeded by any PART 121--CERTIFICATION AND {5} The airplane is operated under all
affected _te holder. Therefore, OPERATIONS DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND applicable conditions and limitations

- the FAA has _in_l that these rules SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CARRIERS, AND contained in the Minimum Equipmentwill-nOt ha_ a:_ig_ificant economic COMMERCIAL OPERATORS OF List and the operations specifications
impa_'_t_ mll_te/fli_! number of small LARGE AIRCRAFT authorizing use of the Minimum
entities, and a regolatory flexibility Equipment List.
analysis il not required under the terms 1. The authority citation for part 121 {b} The following instruments andcontinues to read as follows:
of the RFA. equipment may not be included in the

Authority: 49 U.S.C.1354{a},1355, 1356. Minimum Equipment List:
Federalism Implications 1357,1401, 1421,1430,1472.1485. and 1502;49 {1}Instruments and equipment that

u.s.C. 106{g}{Revised Pub. L. 97-449, January are either specifically or otherwise
The regulations adopted herein will 12. 19a3}.

not have substantial direct effects on the required by the airworthiness
2. By revising the introductory text of requirements Under which the airplane

[ States, on the relationship between the § 121.303{d} to read as follows: is type certificated and which are
E_ national government and the States, or essential for safe operations under all

on the'distribution of power and § 121.303 Airplane _ent= and operating conditions.
realmnaibflities among the various levels equipment.
of government. Therefore, in accordance ..... {2} Instruments and equipmentrequired by an airworthiness directive
with Executive Order 12612, it is {d) Except as provided in to be in operable condition unless the
detemdned that this regulation will not §§ 121.627{b) and 121,628. no person airworthiness directive provides
have sufficient federalism implications may take off any airplane unless the otherwise.
to warrant the preparation of a following instruments and equipment
Federalism Assessment. are in operable condition: {3) Instruments and equipment

..... required for specific operations by this
Conclusion part.

For the reasons discussed in the § 121.627 [/_l_mdt_] (c) Notwithstanding paragraphs {b}(1)
prea_mble, etud l_a_ on the findings in 3. By removing § 121.627{c). and (b}{3} of this Section, an airplane

4, By adding a new § 121.62,8 following with inoperable instruments or
the Regmla_ry Flexibility Determination equipment may be operated under a
and the iat_mational Trade Impact § 121.627 to read as follows: special flight permit under §§ 21.197 and
AJaal_i_ the FAA has determined that § 121.628 Inoperable Instrument=and 21.199 of this chapter.
tide _gulatiod is not major under equtpmenL
EXe_.riiVv Order 12291. In addition, the (a) No person may take off an PART 125--CERTIFICATION AND

: FbA certifies thatthis regulation will airplane with inoperable instruments or OPERATIONS: AIRPLANES HAVING A
; m_t have a significant economic impact, equipment installed unless the following SEATING CAPACITY OF 20 OR MORE

positive or negative, on a substantial conditions are met: PASSENGERS OR A MAXIMUM
tiumber of mall entities under the (1} An approved Minimum Equipment PAYLOAD CAPACITY OF 6,000
c4"iteriaof the Regulatory Flexibility Act. List exists for that airplane. POUNDS OR MORE

This regulation ia considered significant {2} The Flight Standards District 5. The authority citation for part 125
under DOT Regulatorg:P01icies and Office having certification responsibility continues to read as follows:

f Procedures {44 FR 11034; February 26, has issued the certificate holder
1979}. A regulatory evaluation of the operations specifications authorizing Authority: 49 U.S.C. 1354, 1421 through 1430

operations in accordance with an and 1502:49 U.S.C. 106(g) {Revised Pub. L. 97-l_latien, including a Regulatory
FlexibUtty Determinafl0h aiid approved Minimum Equipment List. The 449, lanuaryl2; 1983).

flight crew shall have'direct access at all 6. By revising § 125.201 to read as
International Trade i_npact Analysis, times prior to flight to all of the follows:
has been placed in the docket. A copy information contained in the approved

L may beobtained by contacting the Minimum Equipment List through § 125.201 Inoperable instrumentsand
•-, person identified under '_FORFURTHER printed or other means approved by the eqoipmenL

mFORI_TION ¢;OWrAC't." Administrator in the certificate holders (a} No person may take off an

!,_ of Sublects operatiorum specifications. An approved airplane with inoperable instruments or
Minimum Equipment List, as authorized equipment installed unless the following

14 CFR Part 121 by the operations specifications, conditions are met:

Air carriers; Airplanes; Aviation constitutes an approved change to the (1) An approved Minimum Equipment
salty; Safety. type designwithout requiting List exists for that airplane.

recertification. {2) The Flight Standards District
1,I CFRpart 125 {3) The approved Minimum Equipment Office having certification responsibility

List must: has issued the certificate holder
Aircraft; Airworthiness.

(i} Be prepared in accordance with the operations specifications authorizing
I#CFR Part 135 limitations specified in paragraph {b} of operations in accordance with an

this section, approved Minimum Equipment List. The
Air carriers; Aircraft; Airplanes, (it) Provide for the operation of the flight crew shall have direct access at all

Airworthiness; Aviation safety; Safety. airplane with certain instruments arid times prior to flight to all of the

Adoption of the Amendment equipment in an inoperable condition, information contained in the approved
{4} Record identifying the inoperable Minimum Equipment List through

Accordingly, parts 121, 125, and 135 of instruments and equipment and the printed or other means approved by the
the Federal Aviation Regulations {14 information required by paragraph Administrator in the certificate holders

• CFR gorta 121. 12.5,and 135) are {a}{3}{ii}of this section must be operations specifications. An approved
amended as follows: available to the pilot. Minimum Equipment List, as authorized

L

J
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• by theoPerations specifications, special flight permit under §§ 21,197 and [ii} Provide for the operation of the
constitutes an approved change to the 21,199 of this chapter, aircraft with certain instrtunents and

I type design without requiring equipment in an inoperable condition.
recertification. PART 135---A|R TAXI OPERATORS (4} Records identifying the inoperable

(3) The approved Minimum Equipment AND COMMERCIAL OPERATORS instruments and equipment and the
information req_tired by {a}(3}[ii] of this

i" List must: 7. The authority citation for part 135
(i) Be prepared in accordance with the section must be available to the pilot.

limitations specified in paragraph (b) of continues to read as follows: (5} The aircraft is operated under all
I thissection. Authority:49U,S.C.1354{a),1355{a},1421- applicableconditionsand limitations

(ii)Providefortheoperationofthe 1431and1502;49U.S.C106(8}{RevisedPub. containedintheMinimum Equipment
airplanewith certaininstrumentsand L 97-.449.January12,1983}. Listand theoperationsspecifications
equipmentinan inoperablecondition. 8.By revising§ 135.179toreadas authorizinguse oftheMinimum
{4)Recordsidentifyingtheinoperable follows: Equipment List.

instrumentsand equipmentand the [b}The followinginstrumentsand
informationrequiredby paragraph § 135.179Inoperable_mtrunumtsand equipmentmay not be includedinthe
(a}(3}{i_) of thissectiOn must be equipment. Minimum Equipment List:
available to the pilot. (a} No person may take off an aircraft (1} Instruments and equipment that
(5}The airplaneis.operatedunderall withinoperableinstrumentsor areeitherspecificallyorotherwise

applicable conditions and limitations equipment installed unless the following required by the airworthiness
contained in the ]_Jinimum Equipment conditions are met: requirements under which the airplane
List andthe Operations specifications (1) An approved Minimum Equipment is type certificated and which are
authorizinguse oftheMinimum Listexistsforthataircraft, essentialforsafeoperationsunderall
EquipmentList. {2}The FlightStandardsDistrict operatingconditions.
(b}The followinginstrumentsand OffiCehavingcertificationresponsibility {2]Instrumentsand equipment

: equipment may not be included in the has issued the certificate holder required by an airworthiness directive
Minimum Equipment List: operations specifications authorizing to be in operable condition unless the
(1}Instrumentsand equipmentthat operationsinaccordance with an airworthinessdirectiveprovides

i are either specifically or otherwise approved Equipment
Minimum List.: The otherwise,

required by the airworthiness flight crew shall have direct access at all {3} Instruments and equipment
requirementsunde_which theairplane timespriortoflighttoallofthe requiredforspecificoperationsby this
is type certificated and which are information contained in the approved part.

i essential for safe operations under all Minimum Equipment List through (c} Notwithstanding paragraphs [b}(1}
operatingconditions, printedorothermeans approved by the and {b]{3}ofthissection,an aircraft
(2)Insla,mnents and equipment Administratorinthecertificateholders withinoperableinstrumentsor

required by an airworthiness directive operations specifications. An approved equipment may be operated under a
tobe inoperableconditionunlessthe Minimum Equipment List,asauthorized specialflightpermitunder §§ 21.297and

i airworthinessdirectiveprovides by theoperationsspecifications, 21.199of thischapter.otherwise. ,. constitutes an approved change to the .....
(3} Instruments and equipment type design without requiring Issued in Washington, DC, OnMarch 18,

required for specific operations by this recertification. 1991.
part. (3) The approved Minimum Equipment Je.mesB. Busey,
(C}Notwitl_stundingparagraphs(b){l} Listmust: Administrator.

and (b}{3}ofthisse_tlm'i,an airplane (I)Be preparedinaccordancewith the [FROoo,91--6828Filed3-21--91;8:4,5am]
withinoperableinstruments or limitationsspecifiedinparagraph{b}of sin.raGcoo_,mo-la._
equipmentmay be operatedundera thissectiorL
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Parts 121, 125, and 135

[Docket No. 25780;Amdts. 121-222,125-15,
135-39]

RIN 2120-AC86

Minimum Equipment List (MEL)
Requirements

Correction

In rule document 91-6828 beginning on
page 12306, in the issue of Friday, March
22, 1991, make the following corrections:

1. On page 12306, in the second
column, in the hotel, in the third line,
"with holder" should read "with the
holder"; and in the last line "aircraft.}"
should read "aircraft operated.}"

§ 121.628 [Corrected]

2. On pa_e 12310, in the second
column, in § 121.628(a}H}, in the fifth
line from the bottom, "Record" should
read "Records".

§ 13S.179 IC.,orraett_l]

3. On page 12311, in the third column,
in § 135.179(c}, in the fifth line,
"§ § 21.297" should read "§ § 21.797".
mU.INGCOOtlS0_
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