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CHAPTER I—FEDERAL AVIATION ADMIN-
ISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION

{Docket No. 13284 Amdt. 96-258]

PART 95—IFR ALTITUDES

Exception to Western United States:
Mountainous Area

The purpose of this amendment to
Part 95 of the Federal Aviation Regula-
tions is to add an additional exception to
that portion of the Western United
States described in § 95.15(a) and desig-
nated as a mountainous area under
§ 95.11. The area that is added as an ex-
ception is in the vicinity of Puget Sound
in the northwest portion of the State of
Washington.

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the mak-
ing of this amendment by a notice of pro-
posed rule making (Notice 73-28) issued
on October 17, 1973, and published in the
Frperal. REGISTER on November 1, 1973
(38 FR 30109). Due consideration has
been given to all comments presented in
response to the notice. Except for minor
editorial changes, and except as specifi-
cally discussed hereinafter, these amend-
ments and the reasons therefor are the
same as those in Notice 73-28.

All public comments received in re-
sponse to the notice favored the adop-
tion of the proposed exception which will
provide additional operational altitudes
in this area.

The import of an area being designated
as a mountainous area is reflected in
$§ 91,119, 91.195, 121.657, and 135.91,
Section 91.119(a) (2) (i) prescribes 1n
pertinent part, that no person may op-
erate a aircraft under IFR over an area
designated as a mountainous area in
Part 95 (where no minimum altitudes are
prescribed for that area in Parts 95 and
97), unless an altitude of at least 2,000
feet is maintained above the highest
obstacle within a horizontal distance of
five statute miles from the course to be
flown. Sections 91.195(a) (2) and 135.91
(a) (2) provide similar requirements for
VFR night operations conducted under
Subpart D of Part 91 and Part 135, and
§ 121.657(c) provides, in pertinent part,
a similar requirement for night VFR,
IFR, and over-the-top operations con-
ducted under Part 121. With respect to
those operations not conducted over de-
signated mountainous areas, under
§§ 91.119(a) (2) (i), 91.195(a)(2), 121.~
657(c), and 135.91(a)(2), the require-
ments are similar except that a limita~
tion of 1,000 feet is required in place of a
limitation of 2,000 feet as is required for
areas designated as mountainous areas.

As explained in Notice 73-28, the
weather considerations that are the basis

tor designating an area as a mountainous
area are not applicable to the Puget
Sound Area where weather is character-
istically homogenous. In addition, the
area has excellent whether reporting
facilities and is free of precipitous terrain

d those whether phenomena associ-
aled with other designated mountainous
areas. The FAA believes that the need
exists in this area for additional opera~
tional altitudes, and that safety will not
be adversely affected by the addition of
an exception to § 95.15(b) covering the
area described in Notice '73-28.

This amendment also substitutes a re-
vised map, which incorporates the new
exception, for the map entitled “Desig~
nated Mountainous Terrain” that is
presently included in Part 95.

(Sec. 807, 313(a), 601, Federal Aviation Act
of 1958 (40 U.8.C. 1848, 1364(a), and 1431);

sec. 8(c) of the Department of Transporta-
tion Act (49 U.8.C. 1665(c)).)

_In consideration of the foregoing, Part
95 of the Federal Aviation Regulations is

hereby amended, effective February 13,
1975, as follows:

1. By amending the diagram in Subpart
B of Part 95 entitled “Designated Moun-
tainous Terrain” to pictorially reflect the
exception in new §95.15(b)(2) ag
follows:

2. By amending paragraph (b) of
§95.15 by redesignating the present
language of that paragraph as subpara-
graph (b) (1) and by adding a new sub-
paragraph (b) (2) toread as follows:

§ 95.15 Western United States Moun-
tainous Area.

* L] * - .
(b) Exceptions. * * *

{2) Beginning at latitude 49°00’ N., longi-
tude 122°21' W.; thence to latitude 48°34¢’ N.,
longitude 122°21'W.; thence to latitude 48°
08’ N., longitude 122°00° W.; thence to lati-
tude 47°12’ N., longitude 122°00’ W.; thence
to latitude 46°59’ N., longitude '122°13' W.;
thence to latitude 46°62’ N., longitude 122°
16’ W.; thence to latitude 46°50’ N., longi-
tude 122°40’ W.; thence to latitude 46°35’ N.,
longitude 122°48' W.; thence to latitude 46°*
85’ N, longitude 123°17° W.; thence to lati-
tude 47°15’ N.. longitude 123°17’ W.; thence
to latitude 47°41‘ N, longitude 122°54’ W.;
thence to latitude 48°08’ N., longitude 122°
48’ W.; thence to latitude 48°17' N,, longt-
tude 123°15° W.; thence North and East
along the United States and Canada bound-
ary to latitude 49°00’ N., longitude 122°21’
W., point of beginning,

Issued in Washington, D.C. on Janu-
ary 3, 1975.

ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD,
Administrator.

flgt_xllzlished in the Federal Register/Z0 F.R, 2577/on January 14, 1975).
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