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"'nal_y; and others suggested that a stu-
TitlelI--AERONAUTICSAND dentp.otcertificateshouldbeendorsed

as to the kind of tow, or that provision

SPACE should be made for "self-launch" gliders.The FAA will keep these recommenda-

Chapter I---Federal Aviation Adminis- tions under consideration for rule mak-ing at a future time.
tration, Department of Transportation As stated in the notice, the burden of

[Docket No. 10954,Amdt. 614a] the current requirement to demonstrate
both kinds of tows can be removed with-

PART 61nCERTIFICATION: PILOTS out adverse effect on safety by issuing
AND FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS certificates with glider ratings limited

Practical Test for Glider Rating to the kind of glidertow competentlyperformed in the practicaltestwhere
The purpose of these amendments to only one kind of tow was performed.

Part 61 of the Federal Aviation Regula- Also, a number of concurring comments
tions is to provide that an applicant for asserted that a ground tow is nosy seldom
a private, commercial, or flight lnstruc- performed because it is more disruptive
tor certificate with a gilder rating may, of other operations at active airports,
in his practical test, perform either and some asserted that it requires a
ground tow or aero tow, subject to having higher degree of pilot skill and is a more
an appropriate corresponding endorse- hazardous operation unless regularly
ment placed on his certificate, performed. Accordingly, as proposed,

Interested persona have been afforded these amendments remove the require-
,an opportunity to participate tu the ment for demonstrating both kinds of
making of theseamendments by a no- tows inthe practicaltestforany certif-
ticeof proposed rule making (Notice icateissuedwith a gliderrating,and
T1-9) issuedon March 23, 1971, and provide for appropriatelimitationon
publishedin the _PnAL RzGm_n on the certificatewhen only one kind of
March 36. 1971 (36 F.R.5"/07). Due con- tow isperformed.They alsoprovidefor
siderationhas been given to allcorn- removal of the limitationendorsement
merits presented in response to that when the certificate holder performs the
notice, otherkind oftow competently.For the

Thirty-threecomments were received purposeof clarity,itisspecificallypro-
inresponsetothenoticefrom the public, vided that the lattershowing must be
including soaring societies,a glider made toan FAA insPectorordesignated
club,associations,businesses,flightin- examiner.
structors,and pilots.Thirtyeommenta- The noticeused the term "airplane
torsconcurredin the proposalwith,in tow,"asdidthe sectionsbeingamended.
a few cases,suggested changes. One However, §61.47(f)uses"aerotow,"that
commentator,who did not objectto the Isa term ofreferencemore generallyin
proposal as concerns private pilots, publicuse.Therefore,inthe interestof
favored retaining the requirement that uniformity, the latter terminology is used
both ground tow and aero tow be re- throughout these amendments.
quired for a commercial pilot certificate Notice 72-9, Issued March 16, 1972 (37
since the skill requirements for that F.R. 601_.; March _.3, 1972), proposing
certificate are, in his opinion, too lax, comprehensive revIsions to Part 61, in-
and the experience gained in performing cluded the substance of these changes as
both kinds of tows significantly ira- well as additional proposed requirements,
proves the skill of the pilot. Several. to make the glider requirements con-
commentators made suggestions that sistent with other portions of the corn-
are beyond the scope of the notlco.:- _0rehensive revision. Adoption of that
Thus, one commentator, who favored revision may occur at a considerably
elimination of auto tow for commercial later date, and it has been determined
pilot applicants, suggested that a flight to issue these amendments now, with-
instructor's endorsement should be ac- out waiting for final action on Notice
cepted instead of a check of the kind 72-9, so as to accomplish their purpose
of tow by the FAA or an examiner; three
commentators recommended that a log- at the present time.
book record or flight instructor endorse- _ In consideration of the foregoing, Part
merit be accepted for removal of the 61 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
limitation as to kind of tow where only is amended, effective August 7, 1972, as

one kind of tow was performed origi- follows:

(As published in the Federal Register /_7 F.R. 133367 on July 7, 1972)
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1.By amending paragraph (b)(I)(iii) passengersorpropertyforcompensation

of |61.95to read as follows:.... or hire,and may for compensationor

§ 61.95"Gliderrating:acronautieaiskill, craft.hireactas pilotin command ofan air-
, • ", , *

• • • • •

(b) * * • (d) The holderof a commercialpilot
(1) • • • certificate(glider)endorsed "ground
(ridGround tow and aerotow.How- tow o_tly"or "aero tow only" may not

ever,ifonlyone kindoftow isperformed actaspilotincommand ofa gliderthat
the pilotcertificateisendorsed"ground iscarryingpassengersor beingoperated
tow only"or "aerotow only,"as appro- for compensation or hire unless that
priate.This endorsement is removed kindottow isusedforthe flight.
when thecertificateholderperformsthe 5.By amending paragraph (b)(4) in
other kind of tow competentlybefore
an FAA inspector or designated §61.173,toreadasfollows:
examiner. § 61.173 Aeronauticnl skill.

• • • • • * * * * •

2. By adding a new paragraph (c) in (b) * * *
61.101 to read as follows: (4) Glider:

§ 61.101 General privileges and llmita- (i) Preflight operations.
tions. (ii) Ground tow and aero tow. How-
• . • • • ever,ifonlyone kind oftow isperformed

(c) Glider.The holderofa privatepi- the flightinstructorcertificateis en-
lotcertificate(glider)endorsed"ground dorsed"ground tow only" or "aerotow
tow only"or"aerotow only"may notact only,"as _i_propriate.This endorsement
as pilotin command of a gliderthat is is removed when the certificateholder
carryingpassengersunlessthat kind of performs the otherkind of tow cornpe-
tow isusedfortheflight, tentlybeforean FAA inspectorordesig-
3.By amending paragraph (b)(1)of hated examiner.

§61.125toread as follows: (iiDStallsand slowflight.(iv)Accuracy 180° approaches and
§ 61.125 Glider ratlng: . aeronautical landings.

skill. (v) Spins. (The inspector may accept
• * * • * a logbocl_recordof spin flightinstruc-

(b) • • * tioninglidersorlightairplanesinlieuo£
(1) Phase I--basictechniques: a demonstration.Such a recordmust in-
(i)Preflightcheck and oral equip- dicatethat the applicanthas demon°

ment test. stratedsatisfactoryentriesand recover-
(il)Preflightoperations, ies from spinsin both directions,and
(iii)Ground tow and aerotow.How- shallbe certifiedby the flightinstructor

ever,ifonlyone kindoftow isperformed who conducted the flightinstruction.)
the pilot certificate is endorsed "ground (vi) Spirals.
tow only" or "aero tow only," as ap- * * * * *
propriate.This endorsement isremoved 6.By adding a new paragraph (g)in
when thecertificateholderperformsthe §61.180toreadasfollows:
other kind of tow competently before
an FAA inspector or designated § 61.180 Limitations.
examiner. * * * * *

(iv) 180" approaches to landings in (g) The holder of a flight instructor
the direction of the prescribed traffic certificate with a glider rating that is
pattern flow, landing within 100 feet endorsed "ground tow only" or "aero
beyond a designated line or mark. tow only" may not exercise the privi-

, , , , , leges of that certificate in the opera-
tlonof a gliderunlessthatkind of tow

4. By amending paragraph (a) and is used for the flight.
adding new paragraph (d) In § 61.131 to
read as follows: (secs. 313(a), 601, 602, Federal Aviation Act

of 1958; 49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 1421, 1422; sec.
§ 61.131 General privileges and limha- 6(c), Department of Transportation Act;

tigriS. 49U.S.C. 1655(c) )

(a) Subject to § 61.16 and paragraphs Issued in Washington, D.C., on
(b), (c), and (d) of this section, a corn- June 29, 1972.
mercial pilot may act as pilot in corn- J.H. S_AFFER,
mand of an aircraft that is carrying_ Admi_zistrator.
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