
Advance distribution pending

issuance of change to Part 121

Title14 AERONAUTICSAND t ltedtheexception coo pisdoors that are a means of access to a
required passenger emergency exit slnee

SP_CE such doors are required to be open during
takeoff and landings (See § 25.1557(d) ).

Chapter I--Federo| Aviation Agency Several situations have now been
|Do_et No. _r_; Amdt. NO. lS1-14] called to the Agency's attention that in-

dicate that the rule, as adopted, Is too
PART 121_CERTIFICATION AND OP- restrictive. In several airplane tyPes the

ERATIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG AND cockpitdoor Is the means ofaccessto a
SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND floorlevelexitthat,althoughnot desig-
COMMERCIAL OPERATORS OF natedasarequiredemergencyexlt,could
LARGE AIRCRAFT serveas an added passengerexitin an

emergency if itwas openableand readily
Closing and Locking Flight Crew aceessibletothepassengers.The Agency

COmpartment Door has now determinedthat ItisIn the in-
terest of safety to permit air carriers and

The purpose of this amendment is to commercial operators operating air-
permitair _rriersand commercial el> planeswithsuch configurationstoleave
orators to keep the cockpit door open the cockpit door open during takeoff and
during takeoffsand landings where it landing.
Isa means of accessto any floorlevel Since this amendment Is minor in
exit. nature and imposes no additional burden
Section 121.5B_ requh-esthe flight on any persons,compliance with the

crewmember compartment door to be notice and public procedures provisions
closed and locked except where it must of the AdminIstrative Procedure Act is
be opened by a crewrnpmber in the per= unnecessary, and good cause exists for
fern..neeofhls dutiesand.exceptdur- making Iteffectiveon lessthan 30 days"
ins takeoff or landingwhere itIsthe notice.
Inean_of aseesstoa requlredpassenger In considerationof the foregoing,
emergency exit.As originallyproposed. §12L587(b)(i) of the FederalAviation
tl_ rule (Draft Rele_ No. 62-54) Regulations is amended effective I)eeem-
would have permitted the cockpit door h_r 18, 1985, by inserting the words "or
to be open during all takeoffs and land- a floor level exit" Immediately after the
lngs. Some of the comments on that words "passenger emergency exit."
draft release questioned the broadness of (Sees. 313(a), 601, and 604, Federal Aviation
this exception since it could present an ACt Of 195S; "/2 _,_t, 75_, 775, 778; 49 %LS.O.

opportunity for interference wish the 1354, 1421, 1424)
flight crew during the most critical part Issued in Washington, D,C., on Decem-
of a flight in situations where there was ber 14, 1995.
no reasonforkeepingthe door open. In WrLL_AMF. McI_,
response to these comments the AgeI1cy Arlm_nt_trator.

(,_.spublished in the Federal Register /__0 F.R. 15655_7 on December 18, 1965)
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