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14 CFR Part 93
[Docket No. 24600; Amd't No. 93-50]

Abbotsford, British Columbia (BC),
Canada, Special Airport Traffic Area

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

summaRy: This action lowers the ceiling
of the Abbotsford, BC, Special Airport
Traffic Area (SATA) from 4,000 feet
mean sea level (MSL) to 3,000 feet MSL.
This SATA is located in the State of
Washington and is associated with the
Abbotsford, BC, Airport in Canada. This
action is being taken to complement the
recent Canadian-controlled airspace
reclassification which resulted in the
establishment of a general ceiling for
Canadian control zones of 3,000 feet
above the elevation of the airport.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 0901 G.m.t,, July 3, 1986.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. William C. Davis, Airspace-Rules



{18370

and Aeronautical Information Division,
ATO-200, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591,
telephone {202) 426-8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
History

As part of the reorganization of
controlled airspace in Canada, most
Canadian control zones are established
at 3,000 feet above the airport elevation
and expressed as cardinal altitudes
above MSL. The current Abbotsford
SATA lateral boundary is
geographically described identically to
the Abbotsford Cantrol Zone in the U.S.
However, the ceiling of the SATA is .
established as 4,000 feet MSL so that it
would have the same ceiling as the
Abbotsford Control Zone in Canada.
The effect of the existing rule is that it
establishes a U.S. airport traffic area, in
U.S. airspace, for an airport located in
Canada. However, the recent Canadian-
controlled airspace reorganization
lowered the ceiling of the Canadian’
Abbotsford Control Zone to 3,000 feet
MSL leaving a disparity in the
applicability between the U.S. and
Canadian flight rules. Accordingly, by
letter dated March 27, 1985, Mr. K. S.
Gray, Transport Canada, petitioned the
FAA to lower the ceiling of the
Abbotsford SATA.

By way of Notice No. 85-18 (50 FR
41906), published on October 16, 1985,
the FAA granted Mr. K. S. Gray's
petition for rulemaking by proposing to
amend Part 93 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR Part 93) to lower
the floor of the Abbotsford SATA from
4,000 feet MSL to 3,000 feet MSL.
Interested parties were invited to
participate in the rulemaking effort by
submitting written comments on the
proposal to the FAA. No comments
objecting to the proposal were received.

Except for one change of an editorial
nature, this amendment is the same as
that proposed in the notice. The editorial
change is the insertion of the provision
that the SATA's of Abbotsford, BC, and
Sault Ste. Marie, ON, are only effective
when the respective control towers in
those SATA's are operational. The
current rule makes the SATA's effective
regardless of the status of the control
towers,

Because this proposed amendment
would establish, simplify, and
standardize the flight rules for
operations conducted to and from a
Canadian airport, and its effect on the
users of U.S. airspace is minimal, this
dogument involves a rulemaking action
which is not a major rule under
Executive Order 12291 and is not a

significant rule under Department of
Transportation Regulatory Policies and
Procedures (44 FR 11034, February 26,
1979). Further, for these reasons, I certify
that, under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, a resulting amendment
will not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities. In .
addition, the FAA has determined that
the expected impact of this action is so
minimal that it does not require an
evaluation.

The Rule

Accordingly, the FAA is lowering the
ceiling of the Abbotsford SATA from
4,000 feet MSL to 3,000 feet MSL so that
it would coincide with the established
ceiling of the Canadian Abbotsford
Control Zone. Additionally, as
previously discussed, the FAA is
limiting the effect of the rule to the
operational hours of the Abbotsford, BC,
and Sault Ste. Marie, ON, control
towers.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 93

Special airport traffic areas, Traffic
patterns, Safety, Aircraft, Aircraft pilots,
Air traffic control.

Adoption of the Amendment
PART 93—[AMENDED]

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, the FAA is amending Subpart
Q of Part 93 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR Part 93) as follows:

1. The authority citation for Part 93
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 1302, 1303, 1348,
1354(a), 1421(a). 1424, 2402, and 2424; 49
U.S.C. 106(g) (Revised Pub. L. 97449, January
12, 1983).

2. By revising § 93.195 as follows:

§93.195 Applicability.

{(a) Scope. This Subpart describes
special airport traffic areas and air
traffic rules for persons operating in the
airspace designated under this subpart
for Abbotsford, British Columbia, and
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada.

(b) Effective periods. The respective
airspace designations and rules of this
subpart are effective only during the
periods that the control towers at the
affected airports are operational.

§93.197 [Amended]

3. In § 93.197{a) by removing the
words “4,000 feet MSL” and substituting
the words “3,000 feet MSL.”

Issued in Washington, DC, on May 9, 1986.
Donald D. Engen,

Administrator.
[FR Doc. 86-11015 Filed 5-16-86; 8:45 am)
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