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SUBCHAPTER D-—AIRMEN
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PART 65—CERTIFICATION: AIRMEN
OTHER THAN FLIGHT CREWMEM-
BERS

Mechanic Certificates; Knowledge,
Experience, and Skill Requirements

The purpose of these amendments to
Part 65 of the Federal Aviation Regula-
tions is to permit a student at a certif-
icatcd mechanic school to take the oral
and practical tests required for a me-
chanic certificate or rating before he
passes each section of the required writ-
ten tests or meets the applicable experi-
ence requirements. This departure from
the sequence ordinarily required will be
allowed, during the final phase of his
training in the school curriculum, when-
ever the school shows to an FAA in-
spector that any of its students has made
satisfactory progress at the school and is
prepared to take the oral and practical
tests. Two minor amendments also are
made to Part 65.

The amendments were proposed in
Notice 65-25 and published in the Fep-
FraL REGISTER on October 9, 1965 (30
"R. 12802). A large majority of the
comments received on the Notice con-
curred in the proposal. A few comments
were expressed against the proposal.
Two of these comments assumed that the
new §65.80 would permit students to
take oral and practical tests after each
rhase of training. Likewise, several
comments concurring with the proposal
either assumed or suggested the same
progressive taking of these tests. This
was not the intention of the proposal,
but rather that the oral and practical
testing should be permitted only during
the final phase of training in the school's
course curriculum. The latter intention
is implicit in Notice 65-25. The Notice
did not speak of “sections” for these tests
as it did concerning the written test. Its
preamble referred to the student with
a “satisfactory record” of progress at the
mechanic school. The propriety of at-
taching the latter meaning to the pro-
vision is supported by the fact that some
comments apparently considered the
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proposal had that meaning, for they ex-
pressed concurrence either upon the as-
sumption that the student affected has
satisfactorily completed all of the part
of the school curriculum applicable to
the rating soucht, before taking the oral
and practical tests, or with the additional
recommendation that the privilege be
extended to only those students who
maintain an “overall average” of at least
80 percent. In order to make this point
clear, § 65.80 as amended specifies that
for its purposes the time when the stu-
dent may be permitted to take the oral
and practical tests is during the final
phase of training.

Several other comments opposed the
change with the assertion that all sec-
tions of the written test should be passed
before the oral and practical tests are
taken and none of these tests should be
given by the school from which the stu-
dent graduates, or that practical tests are
superfiluous for graduates of approved
schools in any event. However, as stated
in Notice 65-25, compliance with the re-
quirement of § 65.75(b) generally ap-
plicable, that an applicant for a me-
chanic certificate or rating must pass
each section of the written test before
taking the oral and practical tests, pre-
sents a problem for students of certifi-
cated mechanic schools because in most
cases they would have to wait until after
graduation to take the prescribed tests.
Furthermore, if an applicant must pass
each section of the written test before
taking the oral and practical tests, addi-
tional delay occurs while he awaits the
results of the written test, especially
where he fails and must retake one sec-
tion or more. Also as stated in the
notice, training given in a certificated
mechanic school is closely controlled,
students are tested throughout each
phase of a curriculum, and then in the
final phase they are tested by the school
on subjects covered in the appropriate
FAA written, oral, and practical tests.
In view of all of these circumstances, and
with the concurrence of the large ma-
jority of the comments, the Agency has
determined to issue these amendments,
as proposed and now clarified.

Also, as proposed, § 65.75(a) is now
amended to make clear that an applicant
for a mechanic certificate must meet the
applicable experience requirement of
§ 65.77 before he takes the written test.
Finally, § 65.71(c) is stricken out because
the time for recognition of credit for
tests passed before May 20, 1962, has
elapsed.

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the
making of these amendments, and due
consideration has been given to all rele-
vant matter presented.

Since the addition of § 65.80 to Part 65
is relaxatory in nature and imposes no
burden upon any person, and the amend-
ment of § 65.75 is clarifying in nature,
good cause exists for making these
amendments effective on less than 30
days published notice.

In consideration of the foregoing, Patt
65 of the Federal Aviation Regulations is

emended, effective April 20, 1966, as
follows:
£65.71 [Amended]

1. By striking out paragraph (¢} of
¥ 65.71.

2. By amending paragraph (a) of
§ 65.75 to read as follows:

§ 65.75 Knowledge requircments.

(a) Each applicant for a mechanic
certificate or rating must, after meet-
ing the applicable experience re-
quirements of § 65.77, pass a written test
covering the construction and mainte-
nance of aircraft appropriate to the rat-
ing he seeks, the regulations in this sub-
part, and the applicable provisions of
Parts 43 and 91 of this chapter. The
basic principles covering the installation
and maintenance of propellers are in-
cluded in the powerplant test.
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3. By inserting the following new sec-
tion after § 65.79:

§ 65.80 Centificated mechanic
students,

Whenever a mechanic school certif-
fcated under Part 147 of this chapter
shows to an FAA inspector that any of
its students has made satisfactory prog-
ress at the school and is prepared to take
the oral and practical tests prescribed by
§ 65.79, that student may take those tests
during the final phase of his training in
the course curriculum, before he meets
the applicable experience requirements
of § 65.77 and before he passes each sec~
tion of the written test prescribed by
§ 65.75.

{Secs. 313(a}. 601, 802, Federal Aviatlon Act
of 1958; 49 U.S.C. 1354, 1421, 1422)

Tssued in Washington, D.C., on April
13. 1966.
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Wnriam F, McKEE,
Administrator.
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