Title 14—AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE

Chapter I—Federal Aviation Agency

SUBCHAPTER F—AIR TRAFFIC AND GENERAL
OPERATING RULES

[Docket No. 6986; Amdt. 91-27]

PART 91-—GENERAL OPERATING
AND FLIGHT RULES

Increased Maximum Cerlificated
Weights for Certain Airplanes
When Operated in Alaska by Air
Carriers and Department of the
Interior

The purpose of this amendment is to
incorporate the provisions of the present
Special Federal Aviation Regulation
(SFAR) 12 (formerly Special Civil Air
Regulation SR-399D) into Part 91 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations. SFAR 12
permits the use of certain airplanes in
Alaska, which were type certificated un-
der Aeronautics Bulletin 7-A or the nor-
mal category of Part 4a, at takeoff
weights greater than the maximum cer-
tificated takeoff weights determined dur~
ing type certification.

On October 27, 1965, a notice of pro-
posed rule making (Notice 65-31) was
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER (30
FR. 13627) stating the above purpose.
Interested persons were afforded an op-
portunity to participate in the rule mak-
ing through submission of comments.
Due consideration was given to all rele-
vant matter presented.

One comment suggested that the
Agency should consider certain other
factors prior to, and periodically follow-
ing, any such authorizations including,
(1) the age and condition of the alrcraft,
(2) runways and terrain of operation, (3)
strength and performance requirements
effective at the time of original certifica-
tlon, and (4) the history of accidents in-~
volving aircraft operating under SFAR
12, Items (1) and (2) are in substance
the same as proposed § 91.38(¢). The
preamble of the original Special Civil Air
Regulation, SR-337, explains the basis
for the applicable requirements adopted
at that time and now proposed as § 91.-
38(b) (2), (3), and (4). These require-
ments provide the level of safety recom-
mended by item (3) of the comment.
With regard to item (4) the Agency does
not know of any accidents, in the past 15
years due to authorizations made under
SFAR 12, and in fact this was one reason
for proposing that SFAR 12 be incorpo-
rated in FAR 91,

The notice also solicited comment on
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the need and desirability of extending
the scope of the rule to include commer-
cial operators or others operating in
Alaska. No such comments were re-
celved and no further consideration has
been given to this matter.

In consideration of the foregoing, ef-
fective May 2, 1966, Part 91 is amended
by adding the following new section after
§ 91.37: :

§ 91.38 Increased maximum certificated
takeoff weights for certain airplanes
operated in Alaska,

(a) Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of the Federal Aviation Regula-
tions, the Administrator will, as provided
in this section, approve an increase in
the maximum certificated takeoff weight
of any airplane type certificated under
Aeronsautics Bulletin No. 7-A of the US.
Department of Commerce dated January
1, 1931, as amended, or under the normal
category of Part 4a of the former Civil
Alr Regulations (Part 4a of this chapter,
1964 ed.), if that alrplane is operated in
the State of Alaska by—

(1) An air taxi operator or other air
carrier; or

(2) The U.S. Department of Interior
in conducting its game and fish law en-
forcement activities or its management,
fire detection, and fire suppression activ-
ities concerning public lands.

(b) The maximum certificated takeoff

welght approved under this section may

not exceed—

(1) 12,500 pounds;

(2) 115 percent of the maximum
weight listed in the FAA Aircraft Speci-
fications;

(3) The weight at which the airplane
meets the positive maneuvering load fac-
tor requirement for the normal category
specified in § 23.337 of this chapter; or

(4) The weight at which the airplane
meets the climb performance require-
ments under which it was type certifi-
cated.

(c) In determining the maximum cer-
tificated takeoff weight the Administra-
tor considers the structural soundness of
the airplane and the terrain to be
traversed.

(d) The maximum certificated takeoff
weight determined under this section is
added to the airplane’s operation limita-
tions and is identified as the maximum
weight authorized for operations within
the State of Alaska.

(Secs. 313(a), 601, 803, 804, Federal Aviation

Act of 1068; 40 U.8.C. 1354(a), 1421, 1423,
1424)

Issued in Washington, D.C., on March
25, 1966,
Wirriam F. McKEE,
Administrator.
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