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ORDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVlATlOY ADMINISTRATION 

- 
8/1/77 

SUBJ: PROPER USE OF PPRTS C?I?ALOGS/K~I~TEXA~CE MAlXUALS 

1. PURPOSE. This order is to provide guidance concerning the proper use of 
manufacturers' parts catalogs/maintenance manuals during aiworthiness 
certification prograns. 

2. DISTRIBETICN. This order is distrib~ted to the branch level and above 
in the Flight Standards offices in Gaskington; to the section level and 
above in Flight Standards offices in the regions and the Aeronauticai Csnter; 
to Engineering and Manufacturing (including AELlO's), Flight Standards, 
General Aviation and Air Carrier District Offices; and International Field 
Offices. 

3. CAYCELLATION. Notice N8130.31 (GEKOT) date6 June 27, 197?, is cancell~d. 

4 .  BACI;G?O.YD. It has coxe to our attention that so=€ fielC personnc? src 
using nznuiacturers' parts cata1o.c~ or maintena~ce =anuais to couduct ccy- 
fornity inspections during eixc;rthi-ezz certification pr3grz~s. These C B - 3  
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design and therefore caxnct be used for the purpose of detemining :onf3xit)- 
to thz type desigr.. 

5. DISCUSSION. 

a. When an aircraft is submitted for aiworthiness certification, a 
determination must be made that the air'craft is in conformity with the type 
design. This, however, does not imply that every part/cornponent/ nust be 
subjected to a conformity inspection. Conformity inspections should only tz 
conducted when, in the certifica:ing inspector's judgement, confom.ity to the 
type design for a particular psrtlco~~ponent cenno: be substantiated by acy 
other means, i.e., traceability to an FAA-spproved source. 

b. Conformity to the type design can only be established when a deter- 
mination has been made that materials, processes, dimensions, etc., confom 
to FAA approved type design data. This cannot be accomplished by the use of 
parts catalogs or maintenance manuals, even if they were F M  approved, siace 
these data do not contain the infonation necessary to make a confornity 
determination. 

c. While parts catalogs or maintenance manuals cannot be used to conduct 

,- 
conformity ins:ecti_ons, they may an? sho~~ld be used as an aid in estah?ichinp 

' 1 L 4  the configuration of a particular aircraft. 

Distrib-Rion: WFS-3; RCFS-6; FFS-1, 2.  3, 5, 7 (wide); Initiated By: AF5-1_90 
MC-952-C (60 copies); MC-840 (1 copy) 



d. EMDOts/AEDO's, having c e r t i f i c a t e  management r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t ,  have access  t o ,  and can provide pe r t i r i en t  informat ion ,  
t e c h n i c a l  d a t a ,  e t c . ,  a s  necessa ry  f o r  t he  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t .  However, i t  
i s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  provide the  type des ign  d a t a  f o r  those  
parts/cornponents on which a conformity de terminat ion  must be made. 

R. P. SKULLY 
D i r e c t o r ,  F l ight  
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