
ORDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

SUB): CH.ANGE OF ENGINE MANCFACTL'RER'S SEEIAL NIT?IBERS 

1. PLRPOSE. Th is  o r d e r  p l a c e s  emphasis  on t h e  importance of keep ing  t h e  
c o n t i n u i t y  of  eng ine  r e c o r d s  and eng ine  s e r i a l  numbers i n t a c t  f o r  the  l i f e  
o f  t h e  e n g i n e .  

2 .  DISTRIBUTION. T h i s  o r d e r  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  branch l e v e l  and above i n  
F l i g h t  S tanderdc  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  h'sshington h e a d q u a r t e r s ;  t o  s e c t i o n  l e v e l  
and above i n  F l i g h t  S t a n d a r d s  O f f i c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  and t h e  F l i g h t  S t a n d a r d s  
Na t ion21  F i e l d  O f f i c e ;  t o  a l l  Eng ineer ing  and Hanufac tu r ing  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e s  
( i n c l u d i n g  A i r c r a f t  E n g i n e e r i n g  D i s t r i c t  0 f f i c e s ) ; t o  a l l  F l i g h t  S t a n d a r d s  
D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e s ;  t o  a l l  Genera l  A\- ia t ion and A i r  C a r r i e r  D i s t r i c t  
O f f i c e s  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i e l d  O f f i c e s .  

3.  BACKGROUND. I t  h a s  come t o  our  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  some a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t o r s  
a r e  i n v o l v t d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c h a r ~ g i n g  engine d a t a  p l a t s s  from eng ine  t o  
e n ~ i n e  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t i n u i t y  of e n z i n e  s e r i a l  nu-hers i n  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  
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\ac 4 .  ACTION. The F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  R e g c l a t i o n s  (FAX) do n o t  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  

chang ing  of model and/or  s e r i a l  n u z b e r s  f r o o  eng ine  t o  eng ine ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h i s  p r & i : i s e  shou ld  be d i s c o n t i n u e d  i r n e d i a t e l y .  

5. DISCUSSLO%. FAX P a r t  45.11 r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  engine manufac tu re r  p l a c e  a  
f i r e - p r o o f  d a t a  p l a t e  on t h e  eng ine  i n  such a  manner a s  n o t  t o  be de faced  o r  
removed d u r i n g  n o m a l  s e r v i c e .  FAR P a r t  45.13, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  t h e  d a t a  p l a t e  c o n t a i n  t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  name, and t h e  model and s e r i a l  
numbers o f  t h e  e n g i n e ,  which cannot  be removed o r  changed u n l e s s  approved by 
t h e  A d n i n i s t r a t o r .  Some of  t h e  problems c r e a t e d  by changing d a t a  p l a t e s  and 
s e r i a l  numbers from e n g i n e  t o  eng ine  a r e  a s  fo l lows :  

a. C o n t i n u i t y  o f  r e c o r d s  and h i s t o r y  o f  an  e n s i n e  canno: be main ta ined .  

b. FAA a i r w o r t h i n e s s  d i r e c t i v e s  and Engine Manufacturers  S e r v i c e  
B u l l e t i n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  s p e c i f i c  b l o c k s  of  eng ine  s e r i a l  numbers cannot  be 
complied w i t h  i f  t h e  e n g i n e  i d e n t i t y  i s  l o s t .  

c. Type c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  c o n t r o l  cannot  be main ta ined .  

/ i r e c t o r .  F l i e h t  S t a n d a r d s  S e r v i c e  
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