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1. | Thomas A. Knott, P.E.

Structural DER

Page 2
“Policy” section
Items 4, 5, and 6

These sections relate to a minimum number
of emergency exits being available, in other
words, “excess” exits can be blocked by
cargo. CAR 3.387 and early 14CFR23.807
mention a “main” door. This presumably
would have an entry assist means (stairs,
boarding ladder, etc). Can the “main” door
be blocked by cargo in a COMBI
configuration, as long as there are the
required number of escape doors/hatches?

Looking for further clarification.

This will depend on the
particular configuration. My
inclination would be to not
block the main entry door
completely since damage may
result from using escape
hatches for boarding and from
more frequent usage. On the
other hand, a partially blocked
main entry door would be just
an inconvenience.

Adopted. Changed Item 5 in the
Policy to read: “A modification of
a passenger airplane cannot
remove an approved
door/emergency exit; although, a
door/emergency exit can be
blocked by cargo if sufficient exits
per the applicable amendment
level of § 23.807 (CAR 3.387)
remain accessible without
obstructions.”

Thomas A. Knott, P.E.

Page 4

This section states COMBI configurations

The Flight Standards Job Aid (used

As stated in Comment.

Partially Adopted. Added the

2 Structural DER “Conclusion” section |can be approved by TC, ATC, or STC. in place of Fig. 4-68 in Order following to the Conclusion:
Please add “Changes to existing COMBI  (8900.1, Vol. 4$, Chap. 9, Section 1) “Changes to existing COMBI
configurations may be approved by TC, for Part 23 aircraft Section B9 configurations may be approved
ATC, STC, Field Approval (337), or clearly states altering a passenger- by Amended TC, STC, Field
Engineering approval (8110-3).” carrying aircraft to an all-cargo or Approval (337), or Minor

COMBI requires an STC, and Change.” A 8110-3 DER
Section B10 says reconfigurations Approval is a means of

from one passenger config to compliance data approval but is
another or from one cargo config to not an installation approval and a
another may be done with change to a COMBI airplane will
engineering approval. Seeking not be a new type certificate
clarification and consistency.
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