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The Standards Staff of the Transport Airplane Directorate has been in contact with the Fire Safety Branch of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Technical Center regarding minimum fire extinguisher requirements in the passenger cabin of transport category airplanes. Based on the attached Technical Center information, the staff has developed the following guidance for evaluating compliance with 25.851 (a) (1) and (a) (7): 

Halon 1211 extinguishers may be used in lieu of water fire extinguishers to combat Class A fire provided a sufficient amount of agent is installed, i.e., 5 (five) pounds of Halon 1211. For airplanes with passenger capacities between 7 and 30, one extinguisher is sufficient, if it is a 5 pound or larger Halon 1211 extinguisher. Alternatively, two Halon 1211 extinguishers with 2 and 1/2 pounds or more of agent, or one Halon 1211 and one water fire extinguisher are sufficient. 

If there are any questions regarding this new guidance, please contact Frank Tiangsing, 206-227-21 1, or Jeff Gardlin, 206-227-2136.
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