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Introduction: 
The purpose of this Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB) is to provide safety information to 
Scheibe Models SF 25B and SF 25C series sailplane owners on the following: 
 

• Flight Controls – Cracks in the aileron steel pipe spar around the welded hinge bushings. 
 
Background: 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has assessed a potential safety problem that may occur on the 
Scheibe Models SF 25B and SF 25C series sailplanes.   
 
Safety Issue: 
The Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA) has issued German Airworthiness Directive 1999-340 on the service 
difficulty issue listed above. The manufacturer has determined that there is a potential for cracks to develop 
in the aileron steel pipe spar around the welded hinge bushings.  If this condition exists, further fatigue and 
cracking may lead to the loss of that respective aileron. 
 
Service Bulletin 653-73 is attached for your information.  The FAA highly encourages you to comply with 
this Service Bulletin.  The FAA has also attached LBA AD 1999-340 for your information and review. 
 
General Information: 
The FAA provides this information as a courtesy to operators of the Scheibe Models SF 25B and SF 25C 
series owners/operators because this is a known safety issue.  The FAA does not issue Airworthiness 
Directives for sailplanes that do not have a U.S. type certificate.  This safety issue will not be tracked or 
enforced by the FAA.  Furthermore, the FAA will not use an SAIB to track all safety related items for non-
type certificated products. 
 
For Technical Information Concerning These Safety Issues Contact: 
SCHEIBE Flugzeugbau GmbH, August-Pfaltz-Str. 23, 85221 Dachau, Germany; telephone:  
49.8131.720.83; facsimile:  49.8131.736.985. 
 
This information was gathered by: 
Mike Kiesov, Aerospace Engineer/Pilot, FAA, Small Airplane Directorate, 901 Locust, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64106; telephone:  (816) 329-4144; facsimile:  (816) 329-4090; email:  mike.kiesov@faa.gov. 
 


